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Ramsho (Evening Prayer) 
Join us on Tuesday at 5:45 PM for evening prayer and 
prayers of intercession to Saint Sharbel. 

WICKETT HALL AND ASHY PAVILION 
Wickett Hall and Ashy Pavilion can be used by our 
registered and supporting parishioners for family 
events, reunions, etc. Others may request permission 
to rent the Hall or Pavilion. Please contact the 
Church Office. 

MARONITE RESOURCES 
Daily readings for the Divine Liturgy.  
Daily morning prayer and evening prayer of the 
Divine Office here. 

TRAVELING AND NEED TO GO TO MASS? 
Where to go to Mass when traveling? Look here! 
MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 
Parishes Online 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Please follow us at @saintrafkagreenville on 
Instagram and/or St. Rafka Maronite Church on 
Facebook.  http:www.facebook.com/strafka  
Also YouTube! 

SAINT RAFKA FOOD PANTRY 
Established in 2019, the Saint Rafka Food Pantry is for 
those who need immediate food assistance. Need 
food? Call the church office or come by, 10 AM - 2 
PM. You can also email Marie Kidd who is 
coordinating this project. All gifts of food are 
anonymous. Donations of food are accepted either at 
the Church Office or the back of the church. 

SCRIPTURE SHARING 
Scripture haring discussion following the Carmelite 
Way with Saint Therese of the Little Flower and Saint 
John of the Cross 

IN DEFENSE OF CHRISTIANS IDF Individuals 
banning together help and make know the plight of 
the Christians in the Middle East and their suffering.  

SHRINE OF THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS in the 
United States. Video here. 

MASS INTENTIONS  
Mass intentions are a good way to remember and pray 
for your loved ones, alive or deceased.  
If you would like to request an intention please 
remember to submit your intentions for Liturgy ASAP 
by calling the parish office at 864.469.9119 or by 
email at bill@saintrafka.org. Please remember that it is 
rare to be able to have your intention the following 
Sunday! Masses are now generally booked up about 
three months in advance. 

BAPTISM & CHRISMATION 
Baptism in the Maronite Rite is always accompanied 
by Chrismation (Confirmation). Both Sacraments are 
given by a priest, and always in the same ceremony. 
Preparation to receive the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Chrismation is required. We encourage this to happen 
before the birth of your child. Please contact the 
Church Office for more details. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
The Anointing of the Sick is routinely offered during 
the Divine Liturgy on Wednesday evening and during 
pastoral visits by the priest to homebound and ill 
parishioners. Let me know if you will be in the 
hospital or have other special needs. Contact the 
Church Office. 

THE MYSTERY OF CROWNING (MARRIAGE)  
Couples must contact the pastor at least six months 
prior to the desired date of the wedding. To initiate the 
marriage preparation process or if you have questions 
for weddings taking place at Saint Rafka. Contact the 
Church Office. 

PARISH REGISTRATION  
Registration forms and welcome packets are available 
in the church office and the vestibule. Membership is 
a condition for the reception of the sacraments of 
baptism/confirmation, first reconciliation, first 
Eucharist, and Crowning (marriage). Registration is 
also required before the parish can issue a 
sponsorship certificate for those asked to be 
sacramental sponsors. You must be a registered, 
contributing member for at least three months before 
a certificate is provided. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Teenagers are invited to join our Maronite Youth 
Organization, aka MYO. Contact Lisa Advent 
lisaadventphotography@gmail.com for more 
information. 

http://bill@saintrafka.org
http://www.maronite.dailygospel.org
http://www.maronitefaith.com
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http://secretary@saintrafka.org
http://secretary@saintrafka.org
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Scripture Readings 

Jeremiah 1:4-10
The word of the LORD came to me: Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 
were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the 
nations I appointed you. “Ah, Lord GOD!” I said,
“I do not know how to speak. I am too young!” 
But theLORD answered me, Do not say, “I am 
too young.” To whomever I send you, you shall 
go; whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to 
deliver you—oracle of the LORD.
 
Then the LORD extended his hand and touched 
my mouth,saying to me, See, I place my words in 
your mouth! Today I appoint you over nations 
and over kingdoms, To uproot and to tear down, 
to destroy and to demolish, to build and to plant.

2 Cor. 4:5-15
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 
for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But 
we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may 
be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. We 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in 
our bodies. For while we live, we are always 
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that 
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our 
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in 
you. But just as we have the same spirit of faith 
that is in accordance with scripture ‘I believed, 
and so I spoke’ we also believe, and so we 
speak, because we know that the one who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and 
will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

John 1:35-42
The next day John again was standing with two of 
his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God! ’ The 
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, 
he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They 
said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means 
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, 
‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was 
staying, and they remained with him that day. It 
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed him 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found 
his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be 
called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).
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Reflection 

This Sunday we continue to celebrate the Light of 
Christ – that we carry in our hearts and share with the 
world – through our actions as Children of the Light. 
The Psalmist King David proclaims with joy: “Your 
word”, O Lord, “is lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Ps.119:105). Little did he expect that someday 
God would respond by making his Word incarnate – 
letting his light be reflected from the face of Jesus, 
radiating his divine peace and joy on us! Can we really 
believe that God would do this? This is the theme of 
today’s gospel message from St. John; the challenge of 
our faith!

Saint Paul, in his epistle declares: God has shown in 
our hearts that we may reflect the glory of Christ in our 
world. How awesome is this action of the divine 
Trinity: that we have been chosen to become a mirror 
reflection of Christ to the world! Now Christ’s 
Incarnation has extended its grace from Mary over to 
us. Saint Ephrem, in his poem meditations, images 
Mary – the Mother of Christ – for us as model carrier, 
and pure reflection of her son’s incarnate light.

And now, in us too, Saint Paul reminds us, shines that 
light of Christ: “to bring to light the knowledge of the 
glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ!” This is a 
treasure, he explains, that we hold in earthen vessels: 
through our feeble human nature – so that in us too 
the power of God may manifest itself as that divine 
gentleness and compassion – reflecting upon us from 
the face of the God’s Beloved Son: Jesus!

In our Hymn of Light of Saint Ephrem, the Church, like 
Mary, proclaims Jesus our Risen Lord, as: the Light of 
the just and the upright, who came to rescue us from 
darkness and to fill us with the radiance of his light!

In our sinful world today, it is not so easy to face the 
poor and powerless Jesus, and still believe in the 
power of God. Yet, God’s power shines through the 
gentleness, mercy, and kindness of his beloved Son, 
who has come into the world not to judge it, but to 
elicit human compassion; that he may re-fashion us 
into the image of his heavenly and merciful Father; that 
we too may have a share in his Kingdom of Light. 

Jesus would often tell his followers not to hide their 
light under a stand, but to hold it up, so that others 
may also see it reflected in them! And now may the 
light from Jesus’ face –  as from this altar – continue to 

shine on us and through us. May it be reflected through 
our hearts, goodness, and our compassion for others. 
And because of us, may the Church continue to be the 
Light of Christ for the world –  as we too like the 
Psalmist David pray and wish it so through the prayer 
of the priest at the completion of our Altar Celebration. 

Steven Bonian, S.J.

St. Ephrem the Syrian writes beautifully in his Hymn on 
Epiphany, No. 8 concerning the Baptism of our Lord. 
St. Ephrem views the baptism of Christ in the water as 
analogous to the divine presence in the womb of Mary 
and therefore as the means by which we are 
“divinized” or made to partake in the divine nature. 
Also, using Moses as an example, he claims that just as 
God in his mercy limited Himself in coming to Moses, 
He does the same for feeble human beings. 
“God in His love stooped and came down, to mingle 
His love with the waters, and to unite the nature of His 
majesty with the weak bodies of humans. By means of 
the waters he found a way to come own and to dwell 
among us; like to the way of love He came down and 
dwelt in the womb. O the love of God Who seeks for 
Himself all occasions to dwell among us! 

He stooped and came down to the cave in Horeb, and 
He extended His shadow of His majesty on Moses; He 
mixed His glorious splendor to a mortal. There was 
therein a figure of Baptism: For He came down to 
dwell in it, in the water he had tempered the might of 
His majesty, that He may dwell among the infirm. On 
Moses dwelt the Breath, and on you the plentitude of 
Christ. That might then none could endure; not Moses 
chief of deliverers, nor Elijah chief of zealots; and the 
Seraphim too veil their faces, for it is the might that 
subdues all. His love mingled gentleness in the water 
and the oil; that humanity in its weakness might be 
able to stand before Him when covered by the water 
and the oil.”  

May Christ, baptized by John, renew our hearts and 
minds as we commemorate the sanctification of water 
and oil by which we receive Holy Baptism and 
Chrismation. 

Father Aaron Sandbothe
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Well, we escaped Snowmaggaden unscathed and with little to complain about! I am grateful that we had 
so little snow and that our liturgical schedule was not interrupted. Now we wait to see what the next 
Arctic blast has to offer! 

If you are on the schedule to have your picture taken for the Parish Directory this weekend, please be on 
time for the photographer. I am looking forward to seeing you there for this historic moment in our parish 
history. 

We offer our deepest condolences to Anthony Sloan on the death of his father, Thomas, last week in 
Michigan. May he rest in peace and may his memory be eternal. 

Next Saturday, January 25 we will have the honor of hosting Vivian Akel, a lifetime member of the 
Maronite Cathedral Parish of Our Lady of Lebanon in Brooklyn, New York. Vivian is the child of Lebanese 
immigrants to the US and married for 39 years and the mother of 2 adult children, aged 37 and 35. A 
New York State Licensed Clinical Social Worker and a Licensed Bilingual Arabic Social Worker in the 
New York City Public School system, After retirement she became the Eparchy of Saint Maron’s Safe 
Environment Coordinator for Child and Youth Protection and a member of the USCCB’s National Review 
Board for Child Safety Protection. The Eparchial Couples Ministry grew out of an identified need for 
greater support for seriously dating, engaged and married couples of all ages throughout the Eparchy. This 
is a new ministry for the Eparchy. Recent Marriage Enrichment Days have focused on topics supporting 
and strengthening relationships while encouraging a shared prayer life. Marriages can be strengthened 
and enriched through a day of prayer and reflection together with Vivian. I urge you to attend  and tell 
your friends. There is no charge for the day. 

Do you have your Hafli ticket yet? Please see the flyer further back in this bulletin for more precise details. 
Mark your calendar for this great social event before the beginning of Great Lent. 

I want to thank all who are contacting me about not getting the bulletin, etc. by email. Usually it is a 
simple issue of adding you to the mailing list. Thanks for providing me with your email address and cell 
phone number. These are invaluable tools for our office and are never given out to anyone beyond our 
parish community. 

Pray for the sick and the shut in among us. There are more people than I realized that Father Toni, Deacon 
Clark and I were visiting in the time of illness, hospice or recovery. Pray also for their caregivers who need 
rest and refreshment to continue their ministry of love and care. 

Have a wonderful and joyful Epiphany Season! 

Have a great weekend! See you in Church! 

Ab. Bart 

Abouna’s Corner



7

The Servants of Mary and Joseph Lay Carmelite Community 

The Lay Carmelite is called to the Family of Carmel to be deeply involved in the 
mission of the Church and to contribute to the sanctification of the secular world 
through our charisms of prayer, community and service.  

The Community meets on the First Saturday of every month from 9:00 AM - 1:30 
PM at Saint Joseph Catholic Church, 1200 Cornelia Rd, Anderson, SC for the 
Liturgy of the Hours, Mass and meeting.  

Catholic men or women interested in learning more may contact Jon at 
joanelizabethrn@gmail.com 

mailto:joanelizabethrn@gmail.com
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Church Offerings and Attendance     

Masses, Sanctuary Lamp & Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or 
intentions, please use the envelope provided at the 
entrance.  Donation is $5.00. 

To have flowers for a memorial of a loved one, please 
use the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation 
is $50.00 per Sunday. 

If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, 
please call the church office at 864.469.9119 or 
secretary@saintrafka.org. Envelopes for Masses also 
available at the door of the church.  

Average Attendance

4 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM

83 24 122

January 12, 2025

4 PM 82 $836.00

8:30 AM 24 $408.00

11 AM 121 $1519.00

Mail $960.00

PayPal/Electronic $0.00

Total 227 $3,723.00

Budget 2025 230 $4,350.00

+/- -3 -$627.00

Year to Date $7,341.00

Budget for year +/- $1,359.00
Building Fund

4:00 PM $90.00

12:00 AM $0.00

11:00 AM $0.00

Total 0 $90.00

Holy Hour 0

Funeral 0

2024 Final Totals

4:00 PM 165

8:30 AM 48
11 AM 145

Weekday Masses 138
Holy Hour 15

Holy Day 96

Special Liturgy
Funerals

Weddings 60

Facts regarding our bulletin! 

Bulletins emailed last weekend: 402+  
Percentage opened 77% + 
Opened emails: 281 + Unopened emails: 121 -

       https://catholic.center/
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Liturgical Readings

Mass Intentions

Old Testament (Arabic) 
Jeremiah 1:4-10

Joseph Chebeir

New Testament (English) 
2 Cor. 4:5-15

Scott Herr

January 18 - 19 2nd Epiphany

Saturday, 4:00 PM +Tola Dinko Amos Hikes

Sunday, 8:30 AM President Donald J. Trump Bob Dowd

Sunday 11:00 AM Mrs. Rebecca Cabarea, +Virginia Guzman 
10 Year Anniversary George & Lama Aazan

Marie & Tony Kidd 
Mouna Ayoub & Riad Ashi

Tuesday, 10:00 AM +Frances Hikes Amos Hykes

Wednesday, 7:00 PM Lee & Barb Mytych Barb Mytych

Thursday 10:00 AM In Honor of the Holy Face of Jesus Barb Mytych

Friday, 10:00 AM Mrs. Rebecca Cabarea, +Virginia Guzman Marie & Tony Kidd

January 25 - 26 3rd Epiphany

Saturday, 4 PM Thomas Dowd, Birthday Bob Dowd

Sunday, 8:30 AM Faithful Departed Annellett Hallett

Sunday 11:00 AM Sandra Ashy, 40 Day Memorial Family

Tuesday, 10:00 AM Steve Knight Ceil & Andy

Wednesday, 7:00 PM +Leila Chebier Ceil & Andy

Thursday 10:00 AM +Virginia Guzman Ceil & Andy

Friday, 10:00 AM Greg Mytych Barb Mytytch

All men of the parish are invited to join men from Prince of Peace parish for breakfast and fellowship. The 
Catholic Men's Breakfast meets on the first Thursday of each month at 8:00 AM at the Eggs Up Restaurant, 
3935 Pelham Road, Greenville. Please join us and feel free to bring a friend!  Any questions call Jack 
Stewart, 864 787-7592.

Video on the Sainted Massabki brothers on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/NoursatEnglish/videos/
1008068293229859 

https://www.facebook.com/NoursatEnglish/videos/1008068293229859
https://www.facebook.com/NoursatEnglish/videos/1008068293229859
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

19 2nd Epiphany
8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
10:30 AM, Holy Rosary 
11:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
5:00 PM, Korean Mass 

20 21 
10 AM Divine 
Liturgy 
Arabic 
Devotions 
to follow 

22 
6:30 PM, Holy 
Rosary 
7:00 PM, 
Divine Liturgy

23 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

24 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

25 
Marriage 
Enrichment 
3:15 Confessions 
4:00 PM, Vigil 
Liturgy

26 3rd Epiphany
8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
10:30 AM, Holy Rosary 
11:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
5:00 PM, Syro-Malabar 
Mass 

27 28 
10 AM Divine 
Liturgy 
Arabic 
Devotions 
to follow 

29 
6:30 PM, Holy 
Rosary 
7:00 PM, 
Divine Liturgy

30 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

31 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

February 1 
11:00 AM, Funeral 
3:15 Confessions 
4:00 PM, Vigil 
Liturgy

2 Presentation
8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
10:30 AM, Holy Rosary 
11:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
Potluck Luncheon 
3:00 PM, Holy Hour 
5:00 PM, Korean Mass 

3 4 
10 AM Divine 
Liturgy 
Arabic 
Devotions 
to follow 

5 
6:30 PM, Holy 
Rosary 
7:00 PM, 
Divine Liturgy

6 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

7 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

8 
3:15 Confessions 
4:00 PM, Vigil 
Liturgy

9 Saint Maron 
Sunday of the Priests
8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
10:30 AM, Holy Rosary 
11:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
5:00 PM, Syro-Malabar 
Mass 

10 11 
10 AM Divine 
Liturgy 
Arabic 
Devotions 
to follow 

12 
6:30 PM, Holy 
Rosary 
7:00 PM, 
Divine Liturgy

13 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

14 
10:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy 

15 
3:15 Confessions 
4:00 PM, Vigil 
Liturgy

Calendar of Events

Fast of Nineveh
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Saints of the Day  
January 
January 18, Saint Athanasius, Patriarch of 
Alexandria (+377) 
                     Chair of Peter in Rome 
January 19, St. Macarius the Egyptian 
January 20, St. Euthymius the Great
January 21, Saint Sebastian
January 22, Saint Timothy, Disciple of Saint Paul
January 23, Pope St. Sergius I
St. Marianne Cope (USA)
January 24, St. Francis De Sales 
January 25, Conversion of Saint Paul 
January 26, Saint Agnes 
January 27, Saint Paula 

Birthdays 
January 
20, Elizabeth Gallagher 
20, Samer George Sayah 
20, Peter Warzinski 
21, Zaid Qattan 
21, John Albanese 
21, Michael Yammine 
22, Donna Stafford 
23, Maria Angelica Sacayan 
24, Moe Mercier 
26, Robin Paul 
27, Art Newton 
28, Chris Beckman 
February
2, Rosemarie Sleiman 
2, Hanan Saadeh 

Anniversaries 

No Anniversaries noted in January  
February 
9, Billy and Helen Rouch 
10, Bassam & Suhair Nmair 
16, Tony and Marie Kidd 

Necrology  
January 
+Margaret “Margie” Baranski, January 18, 2024 
+Evelyn Ghannam, January 20, 2010 
+Thomas Halley, January 21, 2021 
+Leroy J. Howard, January 25, 2023 
+Michel Hanna Saade, January 26, 2024 
+Joseph R. Shaluly, Sr., January 27, 2021 
+Madeline Majeed Issa, January 28, 2008  

Prayer List 
Pat Moore, Deacon Bob Smith, Richard Wickett, 
Anna Maria Portilla, Sandra Reece, Charles Howard, 
Marcia Palmer, Mary Howard, Lisa Moman, Leslie 
Ziminsky, Dan Beckman, Lisa Bolt, Crysten 
Yammine, L. Stadler, Mary Killough, Thomas Sloan, 
Ciera D, Irene Ponce, Philomena Reed, Rick Argon, 
Sister Mary Emmanuel, OSC, Hewitt Dickerson, 
Brielle Sheriff, Carol, Gina, Jeni Yacu, Rodena and 
Bruce Thompson, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Nadim 
Chebeir, Mike, Leo, B J Dursse, Deacon Dick 
Murtaugh, Vicki Gosnell, Sam Clutter, Michael 
Tierney, Paul Shimow, Betty Mileski, Doug Logan, 
Rita Charbonete, Frances Danton, Diane Hickey, 
Alan Frechette, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Andrea 
Wise, Patrizia, Susan Clarke, Andy Frisari, Beth, 
Mary Dowden, Karen Rodgers, Nancy Georgion, 
Rosemary & Jim King, Mark Knight, Stephen 
Wedgeworth, MR, Hilda Hix, Catherine Caul, Albert 
Martin, Nanine D’Aquin, Elizabeth Fallet, Anthony 
Kozakiewicz, Bill Riley, KG, Linda Crosby, Jenny 
Gould, Maurice Mercier, Breese, Jennifer Payne, 
Matt Smith, Leila Chebeir, Tammy Lopez, Anthony 
Fagliarone, Fernando, Carolyn Groner, Tim Eaton, 
Kelly Mullens, Carol Craven, Mel Casby, Vincent 
Howard, K.F., Eileen Howard, Jack Campbell, Hilda 
Hix, Sue Bauer, Chrisoula, Theresa Woodson, Noah 
Scott Kestler, Art and Judy Pape, Suhail Yousiff, Tom 
Craven, Jr., Michael Rau, Chris Davis, Pixie Geren, 
Mike Dyer, Christian Pereira, Art Newton, Nancy 
Georgion, Recovery of RS, Claire Barnett, Ethel 
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George Vargo, Irma Galvan, 
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Virginia LaFave, Nabeel 

Important Dates to Remember 

Directory Photos, January 17 & 18 
Fast of Nineveh, January 21 - 23 
Marriage Enrichment Day of Reflection,               
January 25 
Hafli, February 22, 2025 
Pastoral Visit of Bishop Gregory, March 15-16  
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Marriage Enrichment 
A Marriage Enrichment Day of Reflection will be held on Saturday January 25, 2025. The Day 
of Reflection will be given by Vivian Akel, LCSW (Clinical Social Worker). Vivian is a Maronite 
Catholic from Brooklyn, NY, and the Safe Environment Coordinator for the Eparchy of Saint 
Maron. She brings many years of social work, pastoral counseling and theology along with a 
deep commitment to the Catholic Faith. The day will include talks, prayers and lunch.  

Special Announcements
MRE - Maronite Religious Education Classes 

Our thanks to Jessica Dagher Allen preparing our children for First Holy Communion 
and to Lisa Advent and assistants for teaching our other children in our religious 
education program. Below is the schedule of classes for this “academic” year. Classes 
meet after the 11 AM Divine Liturgy.  

January 26, February 9, February 23, March 9. First Confessions, Practice, etc. to be 
announced.

Church Directory Photos January 17 & 18 
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Themes for Marriage Enrichment Day of Dialogue, Reflection and Prayer

1.     How does a secular marriage differ from a Catholic 
marriage.

2.     Qualities and habits that contribute to a successful 
marriage.

3.     Virtues necessary to reach your 50th wedding anniversary.
4.     What does Faithfulness to each other really mean?
5.     Balancing children, parents and work obligations.
6.     The role your community of faith plays in supporting your 

marriage and family life.
7.     Praying together as a couple.
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Mary Dowden suffered 
a debilitating stroke on 
November 5, 2021and 
she and husband Greg 
are in great need of 
having to add ramps, 
bars, etc. to their home 
as well as facing great 
medical bills. Greg 
Dowden has set up a 
GoFund.Me page for 
anyone who would 
wish to help with the 
great expenses involved.  You can also write a check to Saint Rafka for Mary Dowden. 
Thanks to all who have reached out. May God continue to heal Mary and bless each 
one who helps this loving family in their time of need.

�� 

NIAi.Ml
J{ationa[ Jtpostofate of :Maronites 

Maron·s Vine 
is a new f nitiative by the National Apostol ates of Maronites 
(NAM) to connect members of the Maronite community with 
businesses, services, and products at the local and national 
level- building upon our age old tradition of uniting our friends 
and family with members of our community to meet their 
needs. It is our vision that through a NAM membership all will 
have access to Maron's Vine registry, while anyone who 
wishes to become a part of our registry can do so without 
limitation. 

By filling out the following inquiry, you will help us better 
understand our community's interest in the Maron's Vine 
project. We appreciate your participation in connecting our 
greater community together. 

Inquiry 

Saint Rafka Food Pantry 

In May of 2020 our parish established a food pantry. There 
are so many hungry people around us, including 
parishioners and friends of the parish. We have established 
an area in Wickett Hall for a storage area and a section of 
the freezer for this purpose. Want to bring food? Bring it 
during office hours (10 AM - 2 PM) or drop it in the foyer of 
the church. Need food? Contact Marie Kidd (864)202.0317. 
Marie will handle the details, assisted by Mark Duffy and 
Bill Leon at the the church office. Thank you for sharing of 
your abundance with those less fortunate during this 
difficult period.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-mary-with-care-after-her-debilitating-stroke?member=15373953&sharetype=teams&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&utm_medium=sms&utm_source=customer
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Mark Advent, Owner 

Advent Home Services 
Plumbing-Electric-Repair-Install 

• QualJL}' ...... u� !: _________ ,.. L,.A.l.,'-"l.k 
• Re35onable Prking • Re

,1olt.�uOvuui; Jkills

Small Jobs Welcome!!! 

864.414.6957 864.420.5041 

Support Those Who Support Us!

Open Available Space
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WCKI 1300 AM 
www.catholicradioinsc.com 

Other Sponsors

Saint Rafka Council #15519 
2nd Monday of the Month, 7 PM, Wickett Hall

Get the App! 

MediaTrix

Employment Specialist 
864.412.7646 
864.312.6301 Ext (2)
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Open Available Space


