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Announcement to Zechariah
Announcement, annunciation, greeting, and good
news (that is the Gospel) all share a common root
in Syriac Aramaic, our liturgical language. Starting
today for the next few weeks, the Maronite
Church, along with all the other Syriac Churches,
will celebrate a period often called the Season of
Announcements. On each Sunday, an
announcement, a greeting, the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ is announced to mankind, first by
Gabriel Whom the Father sends from heaven. The
reason for the Father sending Gabriel to deliver
this good news is to make Himself better known to
us, just as previously mentioned with the
establishment of the Church, so that we can come
to be near Him, and rejoice with Him.
Particular to this Sunday, God sends the archangel
Gabriel to Zechariah, the father to-be of John the
Continued next page
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Baptist and high priest at the time in the Temple in Jerusalem. The Gospel tells us that
Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were obedient and followed all of God’s commands,
but were both barren and old (Luke 1:6-7). Nonetheless, they prayed devoutly that God
would grant them a child – apart from Zechariah’s office, Zechariah and Elizabeth were
devout Jews and so would have heard the Old Testament read out entirely at very least
once a year, listening to how God began His covenant of an intimate relationship with
Abraham by granting him a son, even though he and his wife were old and barren. This
demonstrates God’s entire dealings with Israel are the pure gift of His initiative, mercy,
and love that overcome the expectations of the world. Knowing this, Zechariah and
Elizabeth had the confidence to ask that God do it again.
God in His mercy heard their prayer and answered by sending Gabriel to announce the
birth of John. After all, nothing is impossible for God, which is why He chooses to work
what seems to be the impossible at times. In fact, the birth of John foreshadows Christ’s
own birth, Whom Isaiah says will be a “shoot from the stump of Jesse” (Is. 11:1). Israel at
this point has been destroyed, conquered by Rome, and any rebellion thoroughly
crushed – the monarchy’s lineage, that of Jesse, has been lost. Humanity would expect
nothing to come from this now “dead” stump – but God works unexpected wonders, and
comes Himself from this supposedly dead stump by His birth. We call John the
Forerunner and Proclaimer of Christ, as he was sent ahead to “make ready for the Lord a
people prepared” (Luke 1:17) like Gabriel tells Zechariah. His first message is his
extraordinary birth from barren parents, demonstrating God shall make even the dead
alive in Him, and He shall come from this stump. Gabriel tells Zechariah not only has
God answered his prayer, but his son will be the preparing the world for the coming of
God.
But Zechariah doubts what the archangel Gabriel is telling him – instead of rejoicing at
the good news, which John is being sent to specifically proclaim, he cheapens it with
dispute. Though he knew the Scriptures so well he doubted the generosity of God and
that He would work such a miracle in his life because it simply does not seem likely by
his expectations. Of course, God has given us reason to use, but He also gives us faith
and knowledge of Him in His revelation. All things are a gift from God; even the tongue
that enables us to speak was given to us by God, for which we should be thankful, and
the tongue that does not thank God is essentially useless – Zechariah learned this by
being made mute until his son was born. But we must also remember we ask for the
intercession of Saint Zechariah because, though he failed at one moment, he loved God
and continued being faithful as he was before. So today with St. Zechariah, let us praise
Jesus Christ our God by remembering when we pray and professing with our tongues that
He is the “Hope Who has given hope to the hopeless, and makes a way for the
impossible, the Maker of great miracles, and Giver of beautiful gifts, the Creator Who, by
the beckon of His Creatorship, His will exists in those Who He willed to make –
everything is easy for His love…” (Evening Prayer for the Announcement to Zechariah).
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Abouna’s
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
The days are now colder and shorter, the nights are chilly and darker. Fall is upon us and
winter’s deep cold is soon to follow. Such is the changing cycles of life and seasons on
Earth.
Last weekend we had a smaller than average attendance at the regular liturgies. The cold
and damp kept many at home and there has been a lot of illness within the community.
Continue to pray for all who are ill and those who are caregivers.
The Knights of Columbus Council 15519 hosted a delightful Indoor Picnic last Sunday.
The chefs did a great job preparing the food donated by Tony Sleiman of Joy of Tokyo II.
Thank you for supporting the Knights who support our parish.
The Byzantine Greek Catholic Divine Liturgy was a great success. Father Joseph Matlak
and Father Deacon Matthew, along with the server that came from Charlotte, celebrated
a beautiful liturgy. We had 98 people in attendance. There are many Greek Catholics in
the area and I am glad we could offer a liturgy for this growing community. Since it was
such a great success, they shall return!
This Sunday is NAM awareness weekend. Our parish delegate, Linda Wickett, will be
present to help you renew your yearly membership or to sign you up as new members.
Consider joining to support the Maronite Church throughout the United States. Just as
NAM helped us establish Saint Rafka, we can help other new missions grow, especially
in the South.
Saint Rafka now has a new logo. Since 2006, we have simply used the state flag of South
Carolina with the patriarchal cross imposed upon it. I asked graphic artist Andy Pelicano
to come up with a new logo that incorporated Saint Rafka, South Carolina and our
church building. He did a great job. It will be unveiled on Sunday.
Have a great weekend and Thanksgiving! See you in Church! Salaam!
Ab. Bart

Calendar of Events
November
18, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
19, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy - Food items for the Poor
NAM Awareness Sunday
Coffee Social
7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy
20, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes
21, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics
7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education
22, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
23, 10 AM, Thanksgiving Day Divine Liturgy
25, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
26, 1 AM, Divine Liturgy
Coffee Social
7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy
27, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes
28, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics
NO Adult Religious Education
29, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
December
2, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
3, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
Pot Luck Luncheon
3 PM, Holy Hour
7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy
4, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes

Ramsho and Blessing with the
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel
Nimatullah, and the Massabki
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come
to offer the evening sacrifice and
ask God’s blessing, healing,
mercy and compassion through
these holy men and women.

NAM APPRECIATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 19, 2017
This is the day the Lord has made, and this is the
day to say, “Yes, oh yes, how happy I’ll be, my
yearly NAM dues to pay.”
Now if you are not a member of NAM, its value you may debate, but please listen to Linda
Wickett, your very own NAM delegate, present some salient facts about NAM, the acronym
standing for National Apostolate of Maronites, a name that’s sure not to bore.
This organization, the bridge between the laity and the clergy, strives to share our Maronite
faith with all, an effort most worthy!

DECEMBER PASTA SUPPER
Chicken parmigiana, spaghetti marinara,
tossed salad, and tiramisu. All home made, all
great! Yum, Yum!!!!!

FIRST
THURSDAY

12/07/17

Offer to Christ the labors of your youth, and in your old age you will rejoice in the
wealth of dispassion. What is gathered in youth nourishes and comforts those who are
tired out in old age.
Saint John Climacus, Ladder of Divine Ascent

Pot Luck Luncheon
December 3, 2016

Meats
J-R

Side Dishes/Salads
S-Z

New Procedure for Liturgical Readers on Sunday
Since we have entered the new liturgical year, it is a
good time to make a few needed changes. One of the
most notable will be for the readers at the 11 AM
liturgy.
The two readers, English and Arabic, will come together
to the lector’s stand and the English reader will
announce the text of the reading in English, then ask for
the blessing. The priest will bless both readers at the
same time, then the Arabic reader will take a seat near
the window until it is his/her turn to read. The Arabic
reader will simply announce the text, then do the
reading. No blessing will be asked.

Desserts
A-I

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.
Adult Religious Education
Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences.
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

English/Arabic Classes
We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge,
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi.
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all.

,ﻣﺴﺎء ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﺰل ﻓﺮﻧﺴﯿﺲ
,٣٠  اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ٢٠١ , ﺗﺸﺮﯾﻦ اﻷول٢ إﺑﺘﺪاء ﻣﻦ ﻧﻬﺎر أﻹﺛﻨﯿﻦ
ً
ً
ُوأ
ً
دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ
" "أﻟﯿﻜﺲ روﻣﺎن" و" ﺷﻲ ﻣﻨﺠﻲ,"ﻫﺮ
ٌ
ّ ﺳﺒﻮﻋﯿﺎ ُﯾﻌﻄﻲ" ﺳﻜﻮط
 ُﺗﻌﻄﻰ ﻫﺬه اﻟﺪروس."دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ ُﺗ َﻌﻠﱢﻤﻬﺎ " ﻣﻨﻰ اﻟﻌﺸﻲ
ﯾﺘﺒﻌﻬﺎ
ٌ
ُ ,اﻻﻧﻜﻠﯿﺰﯾﺔ
ً
.ﻣﺠﺎﻧﺎ وُﻧﺮﺣﺐ ﺑﺠﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﯿﻦ
A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Engaged Enounter This a reminder that we only have 1 more weekend available for the
remainder of 2017. It is an in parish weekend and will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Lake
Wylie on Nov. 11-12. The cost of the weekend is $150 but we have partial scholarships available.
The next weekend will be in February and will be a retreat weekend.

Prayer List
Montaha Achi Jim Hopsecger,
Recovery of RS, Ashley
Mullinex, Bill McAfee, Bill
Leon, Sr., Charley Dusthimer,
Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk,
Chuck Wilson, George Vargo,
Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire,
Mary Anne McAfee, Tish
Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard,
Father M. T. Phillips, Paul
C o t e a n d F a m i l y, P a u l
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Moe Mercier, Joan
Bussemey, Special Intention
by Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe
Durham, Michael Bays,
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin,
Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea FiorniF r a z i e r, S h a w n S e x t o n ,
Robert Mercier, James and
K a l e i g h , M a r k P e l l e t i e r,
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek
Gerard Solomon, JoAn
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur,
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry
Vadnais, Elaine Gillen, Amy
Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard,
Special Intention of MKS,
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon,
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard,
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y
Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Adelaide George, Beverley
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro,
J o h n F e n d e r, K a t h e r i n e
Dennman, Intentions of
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas
Shaluly

Saints We Celebrate
November 18, Saint Romanos (Raymond), Martyr
November 21, Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the
Temple
November 27, Saint James Intercissus, Martyr
November 30, Saint Andrew the Apostle
December
December 4, Saint Barbara, Martyr (+235)
December 5, Saint Saba the Abbot of Jerusalem,
Confessor (+532)
December 6, Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker,
Confessor (+342)
December 8, Immaculate Conception

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

Zechariah

Rom. 4:13-25

Luke 1:1-25

English

Richard Sleiman

Arabic

Evon Souri

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

November 18 & 19

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM

+Shafeek Hayek

Farid Hayek

Sunday, 7 PM

+Jim Rollins

Bridget Nevin

Wednesday, 7 PM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Anonymous

Thursday, 10 AM

In Thanksgiving for all the Blessings on the Parish and
the Parishioners

Abouna

Saturday, 4 PM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Anonymous

Sunday, 7 PM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Anonymous

Wednesday, 7 PM

+Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them
+Captain Joseph E. Leon

Anonymous

November 25 & 26

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday.

Church Offerings and Attendance
November 12

Saturday 4 PM

53

61

$516.00

$1281.00

$9.74

$21.00

People
Collection

Sunday 11 AM

Average per person

Sunday 7
PM

Total

29

Budget

143

$10.07

$14.61
0

0

0

0

2089

Wed. 7 PM

-17

8

-$578.00

0

160

$292.00 $2089.00 $2,667.00

Building Fund
Average per person

+/-

Holy Hour

—
4

Ramsho
YEAR TO DATE

$119,312.00
18

Religious Ed.

58

Average Attendance

80

33

Attendance
Attendance Year to Date
4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Holy Day
Ramsho
Adult Education
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

Opened

% Opened

November 12

521

417

47.3%

November 5

521

416

47.2%

Difference

0

1

0.1%

2554
3527
1433
751
203
198
86
179
316
315
55

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah
Letter to the Romans 4,13-25.

T

he promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants

through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to
what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’
He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’
Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone,
but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke 1,1-25.

S

ince many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that

have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, after
investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the things
about which you have been instructed.
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth.
Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord.
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in
years.
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty,
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.
Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was
praying outside.

Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the
altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him.
But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.
You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great
in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his
birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents
to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.’
Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and
my wife is getting on in years.’
The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent
to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time,
you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary.
When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak.
When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably
on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’

A Related Meditation from the Old Testament
Genesis 17:15-22

God further said to Abraham: As for Sarai your wife, do not call her Sarai; her name
will be Sarah.*
I will bless her, and I will give you a son by her. Her also will I bless; she will give rise
to nations, and rulers of peoples will issue from her.j
Abraham fell face down and laughed* as he said to himself, “Can a child be born to a
man who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah give birth at ninety?”k
So Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael could live in your favor!”
God replied: Even so, your wife Sarah is to bear you a son, and you shall call him
Isaac. It is with him that I will maintain my covenant as an everlasting covenant and
with his descendants after him.l

Now as for Ishmael, I will heed you: I hereby bless him. I will make him fertile and will
multiply him exceedingly. He will become the father of twelve chieftains, and I will
make of him a great nation.m
But my covenant I will maintain with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you by this time
next year.n
When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God departed from him.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Presents

Following Mary and Joseph in Advent

Faith - Hope - Charity
Advent Day of Recollection with

Fr. Thomas Joseph White, O.P.

Join Fr. White,
Director of the
Thomistic Institute
and associate
professor of
systematic theology
at the Dominican
House of Studies in
Washington, DC for the St. Mary's
2017 Advent Day of Recollection.
Fr. White will be presenting three
lectures on the virtues of Faith,
Hope, and Charity as exemplified
by Mary and Joseph.

Saturday
9 December 2017
(Registration ends Tuesday 5 December )
Mass at 8.00 am in the Church
Presentation in Gallivan Hall
Program ends at 12.30 pm

Cost $10
(continental breakfast provided)

TO REGISTER ONLINE

Please Go To
https://stmarys.coursestorm.com
For More Information Please Contact
T.J. Nielsen at 864.679.4114 or timothy.nielsen@stmarysgvl.org

St. Mary’s Catholic Church | Downtown Greenville | www.stmarysgvl.org

Birthdays
November
19. Soraya Chackal
20. David Gilispie
22. Yousif Askar
25. Madeline Saad
27. Elizabeth Lepak
27. Patricia Washnock
28. Hanna Souri
28. Melanie Spano
29. Joanna Davis

Anniversaries
November
18,Sandra and Wayne Reece
18, Tom and Donna Ziemetz
29, Greg and Mary Anne Lepak
29, Majed and Sura Farah

Necrology
December
+Tala Howard, December 11, 2006
+Faye G. Tadross, December 26, 2006
+Bishop Stephen Hector Doueihi, December
17, 201
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

Have a happy and holy
Thanksgiving!
Give thanks to God for all the
blessings of health, family, home,
friends and church community.
Our blessings are many!
I thank God for each of you and
blessing you are to my life!
Abouna

Play the Piano?
We are looking for a piano player to donate some
playing time for a fundraiser at Saint Rafka.
Interested? Please contact Donna Stafford at
864.313-5140.

!

!

WCKI 1300 AM
www.catholicradioinsc.com

