Saint Rafka Maronite

May 6, 2018

Catholics of the East in the Upstate!
1215 S. Highway 14, Greer, SC 29650 864.469.9119
saintrafka.org saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com

Saint Rafka Maronite Church is a Catholic
Parish of the Antiochene Syriac Maronite
Church, Eparchy of Saint Maron of
Brooklyn, NY, Most Rev. Gregory John
Mansour, Bishop, 109 Remsen Street,
Brooklyn, NY, 11201, 718.237.9913.

chancerystmaron@verizon.net
Rev. Bartholomew Leon,
Administrator,

bartleon@gmail.com

6th Sunday of Easter
“Who amongst kings would have a crown of thorns
placed upon himself? When and where have you
heard of such a king who would wear this kind of
crown?” scoffed the wicked thief at the crucifixion
of our Lord on Good Friday (according to our
Syriac tradition of dialogue hymns). In the eyes of
the world, Jesus, Who saved so many and worked
such great miracles, was a failure on Good Friday –
He was hanged upon a cross and crowned with a
crown of thorns in mockery. But the Good Thief
retorts with wisdom that surpasses even the
Apostles at that time, “A man is unable to do this,
but Jesus is imperishable. He has uprooted the
thorns of the earth by His thorns in order to free
Adam from the curse.” A human king, which is
what the wicked thief thought Jesus claimed to be,
would wear a gold crown and struggle to exert his
rule over those who defy him. Jesus, our God, is a
king without question, Who assumed the lowest
Continued next page
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parts of our humanity to elevate us in our fallen state to His divine nature. Jesus is the
Immortal and Almighty God, but as the priest prays in our liturgy, “You have assumed
what is ours and You have given us what is Yours.” In today’s Gospel reading, Christ
assures His Apostles by His own appearance in a real body that His true bodily and
human death was to offer immortal life to us.
“It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I
have” (Luke 24:39) said our Lord in appearing to His disciples once again. Having seen
Christ in the flesh and as a man, many of the disciples believed Jesus was dead after
His crucifixion. And He did truly die – He was not a ghost, but He had actual hands
and feet that were nailed, as well as His side that was pierced, blood that was spilled
and breath that left Him. Christ died in His humanity, but He is the Immortal Lord and
so He rose again from the dead three days later with the same human body. If Christ
had not truly been human, He would not have assumed all our human frailties and
raised them up to participate in His divine nature redeeming us from the fall of Adam.
If Christ had not truly been divine, He would have simply died, not been raised and all
we do would be in vain as St. Paul says (1 Cor. 15:14) because a mere man would not
have had power to save us from sin and death. But God, Who does not have hands or
feet, assumed them in His human birth so that He might be near us as another human
being, and ultimately die as a human. But, being God, He descended to the place of
the dead, Sheol, and destroyed death and sin for all Who follow Him – this is why He
says elsewhere that, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). Christ has already seen death
and conquered it for those who follow Him for “the one who believes in me will live,
even though they die” (John 11:25). They will live not only in memory but in the
Kingdom of Heaven and will rise from the dead, as Christ did, sharing in His divine
reality if they only follow Him through the trials He has already faced before us.
Assuring His Apostles, Luke records Jesus as having said, “Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me…This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and
rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:44,46-47).
Death seems to be a hopeless reality if we face it as humans. Those who thought Christ
was only man thought He was destroyed at His death. A crown of thorns was the
perfect mockery as all His suffering would have been pointless had He only been a
man dying for Himself. But Christ is God and life itself Who destroyed death by His
death, and gave to humanity His divinity in eternal life by His rising. We need only to
repent from our sins, which bring death upon us like Adam, and turn back to Him Who
patiently waits for us to respond to His appearing.
Seminarian Michael Shami
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Abouna’s
Corner
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Happy May to all!
We are still in the glorious Easter Season, but it is coming to an end before we know it.
This Thursday, we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, and just two weeks away, we
celebrate Glorious Pentecost.
Last weekend, we celebrated the Crowning of Gabrielle Sleiman to Connor Jackson. This
crowning ceremony was small, simple, and elegant. This is one of several Crownings,
Baptisms, and First Holy Communions celebrated recently or yet to come. For a small
mission community, we have had all the activities of a larger parish, almost all at one
time! I love the growth of the community, and it gives us strong hope for the future.
Mother’s Day is next weekend. As in the past, we will have a form you can fill in and
place in the collection basket. We will pray in a special way for all our mothers, living
and deceased that day. You can also email your names to be remembered to Joe at
secretary@saintrafka.org. Cut off time is Friday at 10 AM so we can publish the bulletin.
This weekend we have the Potluck Luncheon after the 11 AM Divine Liturgy. Holy Hour
will be celebrated at 3 PM. Join us for either or both!
My thanks again to all those who do so many deeds of kindness for the benefit of the
parish. So many small things are invisible but necessary to the running of the church.
More people than you realize come to fill in the gaps. Thank you! Each of you are truly
Guardian Angels!
Have a great weekend! See you in Church!
Salaam!
Ab. Bart

Calendar of Events
May
5, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 6
6, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy, Potluck Luncheon
3 PM, First Sunday Holy Hour
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
8, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
9, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
10, 7 PM, Ascension of the Lord, Holy Day
12, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 7
13, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy (Mother’s Day)
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
14, 7:00 PM, Knights of Columbus Meeting
15, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
16, 7:00 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
19, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Pentecost Sunday
20, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
1 PM, Baptism
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
22, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
23, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
26, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Holy Trinity
27, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy (Mother’s Day)
5 PM, Byzantine Divine Liturgy

Ramsho and Blessing with the
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel
Nimatullah, and the Massabki
Brothers Tuesday evening, 7:00
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come to
offer the evening sacrifice and ask
God’s blessing, healing, mercy and
compassion through these holy
men and women. Bring a friend!

Prayers & Squares
A quilting group, Prayers and Squares
will form at Saint Rafka in the future.
Like to sew? Like to make quilts? Want
to learn??Watch for details!

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH POTLUCK LUNCHEON
This is the first Sunday of the month, so that means Potluck Luncheon after the 11 AM
Divine Liturgy. Please prepare a dish or two to share from the list which corresponds to
your last name. Let's pray and share a meal together this weekend!

K - S, SIDE DISHES, SALADS

A - J, MEATS

T - Z, DESSERTS

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them
coming!

Prayer List
Theresa Woodson, Joe Treacy,
Marguerite LaBella, Dakota Miller,
David Olmsted, Okshana Stachiw,
Pixie Geren, Mike Dyer, Christian
Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin,
Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar,
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger,
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex,
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George
Vargo, Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary
Anne McAfee, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M.
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family,
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham,
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier,
Shawn Sexton, James and Kaleigh,
M a r k P e l l e t i e r, A n t o n e l l a ,
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon,
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton,
Adrian Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger,
Mark Barnard, Special Intention of
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito
Fortuna, Sam Howard, Jr., Betty
Braun, Deanne Valencia, Sister
Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Beverley Davis, John Fender,
Thomas Shaluly
Someone in need of prayer? Let me
know!

Saints We Celebrate
May
May 8, Saint John the Evangelist
May 9, Saint Isaiah the Prophet
May 10, Ascension Thursday
(Confederate Veterans Day)
May 12, Saint Epiphanius, Bishop of Cyrus
May 15, Our Lady of the Harvest
May 17, Saint Sirapion the Abbot (Prophet)
May 21, Saints Constantine and Helen
May 22, Saint Rita of Cascia, the Miraculous
May 23, Tobias the Prophet
May 29, Saint Theodosia of Tyre

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

6th Easter

Philippians 2,12-18

Matthew 18,18-22

English

Marlene Saad

Arabic

Suhail Yousiff

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

May 5 - 6

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

+Curtis Manning, 90th Birthday

Bernadette Mileski

Sunday, 11 AM

+Oscar Saad

Marlene Saad

Sunday, 7 PM

+Tuyen Van Pham

John Slusz

Wednesday, 7 PM

Marita Good Health

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Saturday, 4 PM

+Paul Gallagher ( 4th Anniv)

Elizabeth Gallagher

Sunday, 11 AM

+Amjed Yacu

Jeni Yacu and Family

Sunday, 7 PM

Bridget Nevin - Special Intentions

Self

Wednesday, 7 PM

Jeff Reser, Good Health

Andy and Ceil Frisari

May 12 - 13

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru
Saturday.
If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, please call the
church office at 864.469.9119 or secretary@saintrafka.org

Church Offerings and Attendance
Saturday
4 PM

April 29

Sunday
11 AM

59

People

Sunday
7 PM

Average per person

Budget
per week

18

$873.00 $2920.00 $2,800.00

$120.00

0

Holy Hour

0

Ramsho

6

168

$14.23

$22.97

$17.38

Building Fund

0

0

0

0

Average

0

0

0

2920

68

80

30

Budget YTD

Wed.
7 PM

-2

38

$17.58

Average Attendance

+/-

170

71

$1037.00 $1010.00

Collection

Total

YTD

$52,340.00

$52,340.00 Budget +/- $2,752.00

$49,588.00 Actual YTD

Offerings
Attendance Year to Date
4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Ramsho
Holy Day
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings
Pasta Supper

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through donations each week, compared to the previous year.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

% Opened

% Clicked

April 29

515

37.5%

18.1%

April 22

515

38.7%

19.5%

Difference

0

1.2%

1.4%

1159
1366
515
189
40
16
18
429
160
70
173

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Letter to the Philippians 2,12-18

T

herefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,

but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling;
for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.
Do all things without murmuring and arguing,
so that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in the world.
It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did
not run in vain or labour in vain.
But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you
and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew 18,18-22.

T

ruly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done
for you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.’
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’
Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

Mother’s Day Memorials
Simply fill in one of the forms at the back of the
church or email your memorials to Joe at
secretary@saintrafka.org by Friday at 10 AM.
Many thanks!

Birthdays
May
5, Billy Rouch
8, Dania Zarrouf
8, Marie (Mimi) Feghali
9, Alan Nadour
9, Billy Rouch
10, Jennifer Yacu Kerzzo
10, Mathieu Sleiman
11, Pryce Saad
15, Lily Hage
15 Jennifer Ann Valitchka
16, Luke Lepak
19, Fady Nassif
19, Maryjoy Lepak

Anniversaries
May
8, Paul and Mary Leonardi
8, Mike and Barbara Fontayne
24, David and Kathleen Sawyer

Necrology
May
+Amjed Yacu, May 1, 2015
+Greg Howard, May 6, 2017
+Anwar Yacu, May 8, 2003
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online
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