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Pentecost Sunday
Today we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost when
God fulfilled His promise when He said “I will not
leave you as orphans” (Jn. 14:18). The Holy Spirit,
Who has been in creation since the beginning, was
confirmed in His presence in the Church today. He
existed before all time with the Father and the Son,
and is foreshadowed throughout all of the Old
Testament. In the very beginning of the world He is
recalled to be hovering over the waters (Gen. 1:2)
and so we profess, “We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the Giver of Life…” for He perfected all
creation. The various prophets, such as David (Ps.
51:11), called upon Him for His assistance. But
today we come to know Him Who was simply
alluded to in ages past but never seen. Today is the
day the Holy Spirit, Who is always with us, has
revealed Himself for the sake of our salvation and
strength.
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The time after Christ’s Ascension was a time of confusion for the Apostles. Though Christ
promised them that He would never leave them orphans it seemed that God was most
absent to them since they first encountered Jesus. They hid themselves in the Upper Room
where they had celebrated the Last Supper and He had appeared to them again after His
Resurrection for fear of persecution on the Feast of Pentecost, the fiftieth day after
Passover. But God foretold through the prophet Joel, as He did through so many others,
that “I will pour out my Spirit on all people” (Acts 2:17) and so “All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts
2:4). Just as the Holy Spirit completed creation the first time in Genesis, He completed the
salvific mission of Jesus Christ by being poured out upon them. Just as the Father and Son
are always present, so too has the Spirit, but just like the Son was received in a particular
way at His Incarnation, the Spirit was received in a special way at His pouring out at
Pentecost. For those who loved Christ and followed His commands, the Holy Spirit
overshadowed the Apostles and appeared as tongues of fire, enabling to speak every
language present so that they may spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then did the Apostles
realize that they had not been abandoned, but the promise of Christ had been fulfilled:
“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be
with you forever— the Spirit of truth… On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” (Jn. 14:16-17, 20)
In God’s love the Apostles gained their greatest Advocate, Who strengthened them in their
fear and gave them all things necessary to do the work of God.
But the descent of the Holy Spirit was not something once realized at Pentecost and
irrelevant to us, but He continues to indwell in us. When we are baptized we receive the
Holy Spirit into ourselves, and He does not leave us no matter our actions, as long as we
do not deny Him. This is why St. Paul asks, “Do you not know that your bodies are
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, Whom you have received from God?” (1 Cor
6:19). By baptism we have received the same Spirit Who empowered the Apostles two
thousand years ago. Perhaps we do not manifest tongues of fire because they are not
necessary for our mission, but He gives us the strength and capacity to accomplish the
work of God. The same Spirit Who was at the beginning and spoke through the prophets,
is poured out today, and will forever be our advocate is Whom we celebrate and
remember today. Let us remember He is our strength every day as we pray,
Make us worthy, Lord God, Lover of Men, that we may sate our souls and fill our
hearts with the rational drink of the new wine of the Spirit, the Paraclete, that having
been made pure and holy we may sing pure praises with pure and holy tongues to
Your adored and holy name, and that of Your Only-Begotten Son, and Your Holy
Spirit, now and at all times, forever. Amen.

Seminarian Michael Shami
© 2018 Saint Rafka Maronite Catholic Church,
Greer, SC. All rights reserved.

Abouna’s
Corner
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Happy and Glorious Pentecost!
50 days ago we celebrated the Glorious Resurrection and here we are, in the twinkling
of an eye, now at the end of the festive days. Pentecost brings to a close the 50 days of
the Easter celebration and ushers in the long Pentecost Season. Today, we commemorate
the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles and Our Lady in the Upper Room and the
birth of the Church. Fortified by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, they were ready to head out
to the four corners of the world and preach the gospel and baptize in the name of the
Holy Trinity. May we, armed with the same gifts of the Holy Spirit, have the courage to
follow in their footsteps!
As we near the month of June, it is now the time in which all sorts of events are
occurring. There are lots of weddings and graduations planned, along with a few
baptisms and lastly, vacations! All of these are happy events to be enjoyed by families
and friends, but we still have an obligation to keep holy the Sabbath day of the Lord. We
don’t get a free pass because of an event! Keep each and every Sunday holy as a gift to
the Lord!
Things will wind down in the parish over the summer, for the most part. The last Tuesday
Ramsho will be June 5th and the last Pasta Supper for the season will be June 7th.
Maronite Religious Education will continue on Saturday mornings. And, as always, check
the e-bulletin for last minute changes.
I can never say this enough - thank you to all who make this parish thrive. Each of you
play a unique role in the composition and life of the parish. Our community is growing
because of our faith and outreach. We are focused on the Lord and his people. Thanks
for being a member of this unique parish!
Happy Pentecost!!! Salaam!
Ab. Bart

Calendar of Events
May
19, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Pentecost Sunday
20, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
1 PM, Baptism
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
22, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
23, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
26, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Holy Trinity
27, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
5 PM, Byzantine Divine Liturgy
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
29, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
30, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
Renewal of Marriage Vows
June
2, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 3 Pentecost
3, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
3 PM, Divine Mercy Holy Hour
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
5, 7 PM, 7 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
6, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
7, 5:30 PM, First Thursday Pasta Supper
9, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 4 Pentecost
10, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy

Ramsho and Blessing with the
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel
Nimatullah, and the Massabki
Brothers Tuesday evening, 7:00
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come to
offer the evening sacrifice and ask
God’s blessing, healing, mercy and
compassion through these holy
men and women. Bring a friend!

Prayers & Squares
A quilting group, Prayers and Squares
will form at Saint Rafka in the future.
Like to sew? Like to make quilts? Want
to learn??Watch for details!
Lots of interest thus far!! Open to all.

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.
Our Newest Sponsor!

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Byzantine Divine Liturgy
On Sunday, May 27, at 5:00 pm, a Divine
Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite, in English,
will be celebrated at St. Rafka Maronite
Catholic Church. Father Joseph Matlak,
administrator of Holy Dormition Eastern
Catholic Mission, will celebrate the Liturgy.
Join us for fellowship afterwards. For more
information, visit dormition.weebly.com or
email dormitiongreenville@gmail.com.

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them
coming!

Prayer List
R a y m o n d Tr i n i d a d , Th e r e s a
Woodson, Joe Treacy, Marguerite
LaBella, Dakota Miller, David
Olmsted, Okshana Stachiw, Pixie
Geren, Mike Dyer, Christian
Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin,
Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar,
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger,
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex,
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George
Vargo, Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary
Anne McAfee, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M.
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family,
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham,
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier,
Shawn Sexton, James and Kaleigh,
M a r k P e l l e t i e r, A n t o n e l l a ,
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon,
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton,
Adrian Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger,
Mark Barnard, Special Intention of
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito
Fortuna, Sam Howard, Jr., Betty
Braun, Deanne Valencia, Sister
Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Beverley Davis, John Fender,
Thomas Shaluly
Someone in need of prayer? Let me
know!

Saints We Celebrate
May 21, Saints Constantine and Helen
May 22, Saint Rita of Cascia, the Miraculous
May 23, Tobias the Prophet
May 29, Saint Theodosia of Tyre
June 1, Saint Justin, Martyr (+168)
June 2, The Four Evangelists
June 3, Saint Awtel, Confessor (+327)
June 10, Saint Barnabas, Apostle
June 11, Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
June 13, Saint Aqualina of Byblos, Martyr (+293)
June 14, Elisha the Prophet
June 19, Saint Jude Thaddeus, (Laba), Apostle
June 22, Saint Eusebius, Archbishop of Samosata

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:15-20

English

Greg Lepak

Arabic

Evon Souri

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

May 19 - 20

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

In memory of Debra Anne & Jennifer Marie Zerella

Mary Anne and Bill McAfee

Sunday, 11 AM

+Mary Lou Gillespie

Kate Edwards

Sunday, 7 PM

Ken Prince Good Health

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM

For a long and healthy life for Lukas
Robinson, newly baptized

May 26 - 27
Saturday, 4 PM

+Ralph and Josephine Romeo, Anniversary of
Death (Ralph) & Birthday (Josephine) Parents
of Mary Anne Vicaro

Mary Anne Vicaro

Sunday, 11 AM

+Mary Lou Gillespie

Kate Edwards

Sunday, 7 PM

Open

Wednesday, 7 PM

Martin and Candice Wedding Anniversary

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru
Saturday.
If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, please call the
church office at 864.469.9119 or secretary@saintrafka.org

Church Offerings and Attendance
Saturday
4 PM

May 6

Sunday
7 PM

76

52

$1442.00

$593.00

$18.97

$11.40

People
Collection

Sunday
11 AM

Average per person

Total

+/-

5

26

$426.00 $2461.00 $2,800.00

-$339.00

0

$9.06

175

Holy Hour —

$14.06
0

Average
Average Attendance

0

0

0

69

79

32

$55188.00 Actual YTD

Wed.
7 PM

170

47

Building Fund

Budget YTD

Budget
per week

2461

$57978.00 Budget +/-

4

Ramsho
YTD

$57978.00

$2790.00

Offerings
Attendance Year to Date
4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Ramsho
Holy Day
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings
Pasta Supper

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through donations each week, compared to the previous year.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

% Opened

% Clicked

May 6

515

38.3%

17.1%

Difference

0

0.08%

1%

May 13

1306
1507
612
231
76
28
50
429
160
70
223

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Acts of the Apostles 2,1-21.

W

hen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.’
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
"In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the
Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint John 14,15-20.
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever.
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you
also will live.
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

Birthdays
May
21, Bill Spano
22, Jim Dyer
23, Bob Smith
24, Bridget K. Nevin
26, Elie Alam
26, Roberta Nassif
26, Ramon Ashy, Sr.
27, Sam Howard, Jr.
28, Majed Farah
29, Paul Sleiman
30, Chad Valitchka

Anniversaries
May
24, David and Kathleen Sawyer
25, Paula & Mel Casby
June
5, Tim and Cheryl Gilson
8, Father Bart, Priesthood Ordination 1985

Necrology
May
+Stephen John Howard, May 25, 2009
+Phillip Kelly (P.K.) Howard, May 27,
2013
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

!

!

WCKI 1300 AM
www.catholicradioinsc.com

