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Sunday of the Paralytic
Once again this week we reflect upon Christ’s love
for humanity in His capacity as the Divine
Physician looking to the Gospel passage of His
healing of the paralytic. This healing, as the weeks
past in this Lent, elucidate Christ’s coming to the
world to heal mankind of our illnesses – physical,
but even more the spiritual, which we cannot heal
by any medical knowledge. In faith they ask for the
paralytic to be made whole, and our Lord restores
him both in body and soul as He is our good and
merciful God.
Moved by compassion for those made in His
image, Christ seeks to forgive us at the first sign of
remorse. But there have always been those blind to
the mercy of God. The teachers of the Law, those
well studied in the Scriptures, immediately accuse
Him of blasphemy for forgiving sins. But had they truly
Continued next page
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read the Scriptures praying to understand God’s message, instead of using it to their own
advantage, they would have seen that Jesus Christ is the Messiah foretold in all of the Jewish
Scriptures (2 Cor. 3:14). If they truly knew the Scriptures past the memorization of words they
would have known at the moment Jesus forgave the man’s sins the endless times He spoke
through the prophets, such as when He said through Ezekiel, “For I take no pleasure in the
death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!” (Ez. 18:32) or through King
David, “he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities as far
as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” (Ps. 103:10,
12). To make His love for humanity and divine power even clearer Christ heals the man’s
paralysis, after which they all praise Him if but for a moment. This is not the first time that
those well versed in the Law, such as the scribes, priests or Pharisees, cannot see Who the
Law is about or Who wrote the Law because they lack faith and refuse to ask God for an
increase of it.
Yet how easily is their opinion swayed when they receive the sign they wanted with a
miraculous healing? It is the same fickleness that made them the people who in the week of
the Passion of our Lord shouted “Hosanna” on Sunday and “Crucify Him!” on Friday.
Knowing all this in advance, Jesus our God still accepted to become man in His love for us.
He chose, in His compassion, to make us whole that we might choose life with Him. As a
beautiful hymn in the Maronite Holy Week prayer book says, “By His hand, He healed a
withered hand and it was straightened out which would strike Him upon the cheek. He
opened a mouth for His glory and the mouth spat in His face.” This hymn is referring to the
man with a withered hand (Mark 3:1-6) and the mute (Mark 7:31-37) whom Christ heals in
His love for humanity, despite knowing it is His fellow Jews that will turn against Him and
crucify Him. But even if they shall only be made whole to use their divine gifts against Him
Christ gives them the chance.
We should be indignant at the idea of accepting the Lord’s generosity only to later use it
against Him. But how often do we act similarly? Those healed by Christ and those who
witnessed it might have been genuinely praising Christ in the moment they received
something, but when they were asked to make an act of faith and say the sickly Jesus,
captured and beaten was God they trusted their senses rather than in the faith of God.
Perhaps we are not condemning people to death, but each sin is a rejection of God. He has
gifted us with 24hrs. in a day, do we say we are too busy to pray? He has gifted us with our
comforts, do we refuse the poor a meal or the Church financial support? He has gifted us with
our very existence, do we discourage others’? As humans, we are bound to fail in these
regards – that is why we need Christ. An acknowledgment of these failures is not to just feel
guilty because such guilt is useless. Instead, it should compel us to turn to Christ, our Divine
Physician, and ask Him to forgive us our failures, resolving to amend our ways. We do not
have the veil over our hearts like those who accused Christ of blasphemy for we know that
He is truly God and can take away our sins. Nonetheless, we do fail – and perhaps often –
which is why Christ has made available to us healing from our wounds of sin. This Lenten
time of penance is one of them. Let us not despair in our sins but rejoice in the generosity of
Jesus Christ’s certainty of healing.

Seminarian Michael Shami
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Abouna’s
Corner
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Happy and cold Friday!
We are beyond the halfway point of Lent and it is flying by! I know many (including
myself!) are weakening at this point, but stay firm!! The Lord will give us the strength if
we pray and ask for help. This time of cleansing and purification is a time of renewal for
us. Keep strong and celebrate a victory of fortitude at Easter.
For this weekend, don’t forget to set your clocks AHEAD one hour - we begin Daylight
Saving Time on Sunday morning, If not, you will be late for the Divine Liturgy!
Next week we will have the Anointing of the Sick during the 11 AM Divine Liturgy. Msgr.
Leigh Lehockey and Msgr. Chris Lathem will be with us to help administer this Holy
Mystery to all who are suffering in body, mind, soul or spirit.
The Potluck Luncheon last week was delightful. The food was extraordinary and the
company was great! Thanks to all who prepared the wonderful meal. It is always a joy to
share a meal with the community.
While on meals, please remember that we have one more Potluck Luncheon this month
on March 25, Shaneenee (Palm) Sunday. We always have lots of guests on this Sunday
and it is important that we show hospitality to our guests and possible future
parishioners! More details about this luncheon in next week’s bulletin.
The Holy Week Schedule is included in this week’s bulletin. Please plan to join us for the
liturgies of Holy Week and Easter. You will also find the envelopes for the Easter Flower
offerings. Memorials will be published in the bulletin beginning next week through
Bright Sunday.
Continue to pray for all in our community who are sick and suffering. Keep the holy fast
and prepare for Pascha!
See you in Church! Salaam!
Ab. Bart

Calendar of Events
February
10, 9 AM, Children’s Religious Education
10:15 AM, NFP Class
4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Paralytic
11, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
12, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,
Francis House
7 PM, Ramsho
7 PM, Knights of Columbus Meeting
13, 7 PM, Ramsho
14, 7 PM, Ramsho and Anointing
15, 7 PM, Ramsho
16, 7 PM, Ramsho and
Benediction of the Cross
17, 9 AM, Children’s Religious Education
4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Blind Man
6 PM, Ukrainian Pontifical Liturgy
18, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
Saint Joseph Altar
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
19, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,
Francis House
7 PM, Ramsho
20, 7 PM, Ramsho
21, 7 PM, Ramsho and Anointing
22, 7 PM, Ramsho
23, 7 PM, Ramsho

Lenten Devotions
Please join us each weekday
evening of Great Lent at 7:00 PM for
Ramsho, the Evening Prayer of the
Church. On Wednesdays the
Eucharist will be celebrated. On
Fridays Benediction of the Cross will
follow. Bring a friend and experience
this simple yet beautiful evening
sacrifice.

Holy Week Schedule
Saturday, March 24, Lazarus Saturday
9 AM, Special Prayers and Treats for the MRE students
Sunday, March 25, Shaneenee Sunday
11 AM, Solemn Liturgy with Procession
Potluck Luncheon to follow
7 PM, Divine Liiturgy
Monday, March 26, Holy Monday
7 PM, Coming to the Harbor Liturgy
Tuesday, March 27, Holy Tuesday
7 PM, Coming to the Harbor Liturgy
Wednesday, March 28, Holy Wednesday
9 AM - 6 PM, Day of Confessions
7 PM, Rite of the Lamp (Anointing of the Sick)
Thursday, March 29, Holy Thursday of the Mysteries
7 PM, Divine Liturgy, Washing of the Feet, Eucharistic Procession
Friday, March 30, Great Friday of the Crucifixion
7 PM, Burial of Christ
Saturday, March 31, Holy Saturday of the Awaited Light
Church Office Closed
11 AM, Service of Forgiveness
Blessing of Easter Baskets
4 PM, Easter Vigil Divine Liturgy
Sunday, April 1, Glorious Resurrection
11 AM, Solemn Divine Liturgy
NO 7 PM Last Chance Liturgy

Saint Joseph Altar
Next Sunday, Celebration in Honor Of Saint Joesph's Feast Day, Monday, March 19.
Celebration during the Sunday Divine Liturgy at 11:00 AM on March 18, 2018
All Individuals & Families can bring their favorite basket full of baked loaf breads,
pita breads, bagels, rolls, etc. to take home and enjoy or to share with the
community.
This is a new event from our Saint Rafka Women SC. Happy St. Joesph's Feast Day!
See Marie Kidd mbdck62@yahoo.com for details.

Job Openings at St. Mary’s Catholic in Greenville, SC
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Greenville, SC is accepting applications for a qualified parttime Pre-K-8th grade Spanish teacher for the 2018 - 2019 school year. Preferred applicants
will have a current South Carolina license or its equivalent and prior teaching experience.
Email resume and cover letter to Principal@stmarysgvl.org. St. Mary’s Catholic School is
an Equal Opportunity Employer. Deadline for applications is August 1, 2018.
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Greenville, SC is accepting applications for a qualified prekindergarten aide for the 2018 - 2019 school year. This is an hourly position. Preferred
applicants will have prior experience working with three to five year old students in an
educational environment. Email resume and cover letter to Principal@stmarysgvl.org. St.
Mary’s Catholic School is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Deadline for applications is
August 1, 2018.

2017 Financial Statements
We thank you for your generosity to Saint Rafka Church. The 2017 Donation Statements
can be obtained from the church office by calling Joe Chebeir at 864.469.9119 or by
sending an email to either secretary@saintrafka.org or saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com. If
you need a printed statement, let Joe know so he can mail it to you or have it in the foyer
of the church when you come to Liturgy on Sunday.

Vocation to the Priesthood?
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).
The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

St. Anthony’s Relics Visit Charleston Diocese
Tour Begins in Bluffton on April 6
and ends in Lexington on April 15
Saint Gregory the Great Church
38 St Gregory Drive
Friday, April 6
Masses: 12:15 PM and 7 PM
Veneration from 11:30 AM to 8 PM

St Francis by the Sea
45 Beach City Rd., Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
Saturday, April 7 - Mass time: 5:30 PM & 7 PM. Veneration begins 2:30 PM
The Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist
120 Broad St., Charleston, SC 29401
Sunday, April 8 – Masses at 9 AM, 11:15 AM & 6 PM with Veneration
St. Anthony Catholic Church
2536 W. Hoffmeyer Rd., Florence, SC 29501
Monday, April 9 - Veneration from 9 AM to 1 PM
Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Church
120 Marydale Lane, Columbia, SC 29210
Monday, April 9 - Veneration from 4 PM to 8 PM
Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church
3710 Augusta Rd., Greenville, SC 29604
Tuesday, April 10 - Veneration from 12 Noon to 4 PM
St. Anthony of Padua and Our Lady of La Vang Joint Service
307 Gower St., Greenville SC 28611
Tuesday, April 10 - Veneration from 6 PM to 9 PM
St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church
1529 Assembly St., Columbia, SC 29201
Wednesday, April 11 - Veneration from 12 Noon to 6 PM
Our Lady of Peace Parish
856 Old Edgefield Rd., North Augusta, SC 29841
Thursday, April 12 – Veneration from 10 Am to 3 PM
St. Mary Help of Christians Church
138 Fairfield St. SE, Aiken, SC 29081
Thursday, April 12 - Mass at 7 PM, Veneration from 4 PM to 8 PM
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
7095 Waxhaw Highway, Lancaster, SC 29720
Friday, April 13 - Masses at 12 Noon and 7 PM.
Veneration to begin after the Noon Mass until the 7 PM Mass
Transfiguration Catholic Church
306 N. Pines Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016
Saturday, April 14 – Mass at 4 PM, Veneration 12 PM to 6 PM

A

M essenger

of Hope

Corpus Christi Catholic Church
2350 Augusta, Highway, Lexington, SC 29072
Sunday, April 15 – Masses 8 AM, 11 AM and 5 PM Veneration all afternoon

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.

English/Arabic Classes
We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge,
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi.
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all.

,ﻣﺴﺎء ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﺰل ﻓﺮﻧﺴﯿﺲ
,٣٠  اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ٢٠١ , ﺗﺸﺮﯾﻦ اﻷول٢ إﺑﺘﺪاء ﻣﻦ ﻧﻬﺎر أﻹﺛﻨﯿﻦ
ً
ً
ُوأ
ً
دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ
" "أﻟﯿﻜﺲ روﻣﺎن" و" ﺷﻲ ﻣﻨﺠﻲ,"ﻫﺮ
ٌ
ّ ﺳﺒﻮﻋﯿﺎ ُﯾﻌﻄﻲ" ﺳﻜﻮط
 ُﺗﻌﻄﻰ ﻫﺬه اﻟﺪروس."دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ ُﺗ َﻌﻠﱢﻤﻬﺎ " ﻣﻨﻰ اﻟﻌﺸﻲ
ﯾﺘﺒﻌﻬﺎ
ٌ
ُ ,اﻻﻧﻜﻠﯿﺰﯾﺔ
ً
.ﻣﺠﺎﻧﺎ وُﻧﺮﺣﺐ ﺑﺠﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﯿﻦ
A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Prayer List
Okshana Stachiw, Pixie Geren,
Mike Dyer, Christian Pereira,
Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin, Moe
Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art Newton,
Mike Georgion, Nancy Georgion
Jack Yacu, Houda Askar, Montaha
Achi, Jim Hopsecger, Recovery of
RS, Ashley Mullinex, Bill McAfee,
Bill Leon, Sr., Charley Dusthimer,
Bernadette Smith, Claire Barnett,
Hans Wascom, Ethel Brassel,
Katrina Shunk, George Vargo, Dan
Steinker, Irma Galvan, Mary Cleary,
Joe Lemire, Mary Anne McAfee,
Lois Taylor, Virginia LaFave, Nabeel
Howard, Father M. T. Phillips, Paul
Cote and Family, Paul Bussemey,
Ramza Sleiman, Joan Bussemey,
Special Intention by Abouna, Bob
Brown, Joe Durham, Michael Bays,
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin, Susan
Connor, Bill Hines, Beth Banks,
Andrea Fiorni-Frazier, Shawn
Sexton, James and Kaleigh, Mark
Pelletier, Antonella, Stephanie,
Derek Gerard Solomon, JoAn
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, Family
of Colbert Arthur, Berma Darlene
Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine Gillen,
Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, Special
Intention of MKS, Janice Radich,
Paula Lemire, Becky Jarvis, Lillian
Moon, Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard,
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne Valencia,
Sister Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Beverley Davis, John Fender,
Thomas Shaluly
Someone in need of prayer? Let me
know!

Saints We Celebrate
March 18, Saint Cyril of Jerusalem
March 19, Saint Joseph, Foster Father of Our Lord
March 21, Saint Benedict
March 23, Saint Rafka, Virgin-Confessor
March 25, The Annunciation of Mary
March 26, Gabriel the Archangel
March 29, Saint Cyril, Deacon of Baalbek
March 30, Saint John Climacus of Mount Sinai
April
April 1, Saint Mary of Egypt
April 23, Saint George the Martyr
April 25, Saint Mark the Evangelist

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

Paralytic

1 Tim. 5:24-6:5

Mark 2:1-12

English

Paula Howard-Casby

Arabic

Fouaz Askar

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

March 10 & 11

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

+Abouna Christopher Henderson

Elizabeth Gallagher, Judy
Mathis, Joe Chebeir

Sunday, 11 AM

+George Sijon, 40 Day Memorial

The Sijon Family

Sunday, 7 PM

Living & Deceased Family & Friends of
Richard & Paula

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM

- Ramsho -

March 17 & 18
Saturday, 4 PM

+ Peter Zogby
+ Angelina May Linke

Kim Zogby, wife
Margaret Franchina

Sunday, 11 AM

+Father Christopher Henderson, 1st Year
Anniversary

Slusz Family

Sunday, 7 PM

+Lauro, Regino, & Jesse Covarrubias

Marie Kidd

Wednesday, 7 PM

- Ramsho -

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday.

Church Offerings and Attendance
Saturday
4 PM

March 4

Sunday
11 AM

Sunday
7 PM

$1060.0

Collection

Wed.
7 PM

$1033.00 $900.00 $2993.00 $2,800.00

$193.00

0

Holy Hour

18

31

$29.03

207

$10.23

$370.00

$510.00

$245.00 $1125.00

$4.93

$5.05

$7.90 $4118.00

Average

+/-

37

101

$14.13

Average per person
Building Fund

Budget
per week

170

75

People

Total

$14.46

0

Ramsho
YTD

0

Average Attendance

0

Offerings
Attendance Year to Date

4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Ramsho
Holy Day
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings
Pasta Supper
Lenten Weekday

Will return next week!

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through donations each week.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

% Opened

% Clicked

March 4

513

33.1%

17%

February 25

512

32%

16.6%

Difference

1

-1.1%

0.4%

538
585
232
67
40
16
18
60
160
35
52
183

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Sunday of the Man who was Paralyzed
First Letter to Timothy 5,24-25.6,1-5.

T

he sins of some people are conspicuous and precede them to judgement, while the

sins of others follow them there.
So also good works are conspicuous; and even when they are not, they cannot remain
hidden.
Let all who are under the yoke of slavery regard their masters as worthy of all honor, so
that the name of God and the teaching may not be blasphemed.
Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful to them on the ground that
they are members of the church; rather they must serve them all the more, since those who
benefit by their service are believers and beloved. Teach and urge these duties.
Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness,
is conceited, understanding nothing, and has a morbid craving for controversy and for
disputes about words. From these come envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions,
and wrangling among those who are depraved in mind and bereft of the truth, imagining
that godliness is a means of gain.
Saint Mark 2,1-12.

W

hen Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at

home.
So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the
door; and he was speaking the word to them.
Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them.
And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof
above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic
lay.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’
Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,
‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?’
At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?

Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven", or to say, "Stand up and take
your mat and walk"?
But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ he said
to the paralytic
‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.’
And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’

A Reflection on the Day from the Old Testament
Exodus 20:1-6

T

hen God spoke all these words:

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall
not have other gods beside me. You shall not make for yourself an idol or a likeness of anything in the
heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth; you shall not bow down before
them or serve them. For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting punishment for their
ancestors’ wickedness on the children of those who hate me, down to the third and fourth generation; but
showing love down to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Lost and Found
Many items are left in the church and
generally keep them in on the table with the
liturgy books, etc. We have lots of glasses
and cell phones!
Loose a ring? Call Joe at the office
864.469.9119 to describe it to have it
returned to you!

Easter Flowers
Memorials can be made starting next
week. Look for the special offering
envelope at the back of the church.

Sample Paragraph about Registration in Lebanon with Project
Roots
(For the Church Bulletin, Church’s Facebook Page/Group, and the Church’s Website)

www.projectroots.net

Fulfill the Dream of Your Grandparents... Reconnect with Lebanon!
CLAIM YOUR LEBANESE CITIZENSHIP before it is too late! The new
Lebanese Nationality Reacquisition Law that enables you to do so will expire
soon!
Register your Birth and Marriage in Lebanon via Project Roots, No Hassle and No
Fee.
Your registration will NOT jeopardize your American citizenship. It will, however,
help Lebanon maintain demographic and cultural diversity.
Contact one of Project Roots’ representatives today and begin your registration
process. You can even begin the process on the following webpage:
www.projectroots.net/requests.html or on the Mobile APP (www.clf-us.org). If
you are already registered, please refer another family to register… and help
spread the word about this free service. You will be making a difference!

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them
coming!

Lenten Regulations
Fast & Abstinence: Ash Monday and Great Friday of the Crucifixion are days of total
abstinence from meat and all meat products. In addition to being days of abstinence
from meat and meat by products, they are days of mandatory fast, i.e., NOTHING but
water is consumed from midnight until noon. One main meal may be consumed after
noon. Water and medicine do not break the fast. The law of abstinence binds all
Maronite Catholics over fourteen (14) years of age. The law of fasting binds all Maronite
Catholics between the age of eighteen (18) and sixty (60). You are encouraged to fast on
all Wednesdays and Fridays of Great Lent; and as many additional days as you find
appropriate.
Services for Great Lent: The Services for Great Lent will take place every weekday
evening, Monday thru Friday. On Monday thru Thursday, the Lenten Ramsho (Evening
Prayer) will be celebrated. On Friday evening at 7:00 PM., Ramsho along with the
traditional Maronite Benediction of the Cross will be celebrated.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seaton Parish
Vacation Bible School IS MOVING TO DAYTIME in 2018! Volunteer forms and registration forms are avail
on the RE board. Early registration fee is $7.50 per child; early registration lasts through March 1st. After M
1st, registration fee will be $10.00. We MUST have at least 20 students to hold VBS this year, so sign up ea

Lent is coming.....
Have you thought about what you
will eat?
A.

B.

If you choose A, enjoy!
If you choose B, come to the

Knights of Columbus Council 1668
Fish Dinners!
Every Friday during Lent starting
February 16th (except Good Friday)
6pm doors open
762 Mauldin Road, Greenville
$10/ adult, $6 per child, $35 family max.

Several varieties of fish, sides, dessert, tea and water
included. Cash Bar available.
Hope to see you there!!!

Birthdays
March
9, Charley Van Norden
10, Mark Duffy
11, Adib Chebli
11, Reema Askar
11, John Alan Chebeir
14, Zouhad Namouz
16, Antoine Sleiman
18, Susan Howard Smith
18, Matt Pelicano
19, Theresa Jebaily
23, Isabell Howard Poinsette
23, Joseph Chebli
23, Clara Rebecca Saad

Anniversaries
April
13, John and Yvonne Maroun
18, Nabil and Soraya Chackal
25, Richard and Afaf Sleiman

Necrology
March
+Father Christopher Henderson, March 12,
2017
+Diane Dyer, March 17, 2011
+Violet Monsour Howayeck, March 20,
2013
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

!

!
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