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4th Sunday of Pentecost
This Sunday we continue to celebrate the Great Feast of
Pentecost when the life-giving Holy Spirit descended
upon the face of the earth and filled the apostles and
disciples with Himself. By the Spirit, our God Who
gives life to all things and perfects all things, we live
and breathe, and do all that we do. In the ages of the
kings and prophets of Israel, the Spirit, Father or Son
had not yet been revealed to Israel. However, in Christ’s
redeeming actions on Earth, He revealed to us His
Father and Spirit, and gave us not only knowledge but
the opportunity in His love and mercy to be greater
than the kings and prophets ever were by sharing in His
divine nature; this is why Christ rejoices today and says
to His disciples, “Blessed are the eyes that see what
you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to
hear what you hear but did not hear it” (Luke 10:24).
Throughout all of the Old Testament, the prophets all
await the coming of God, though they do not know or
understand how it will occur. Still, the prophets eagerly
know God in what had been limitedly revealed to
Continued next page
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them. But whenever the prophets stood in great fear before an appearance of God or one of
His angels it was because, as God says to Moses, “you cannot see my face, because no one
can see me and live” (Ex. 33:20) since the time of the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the
Garden of Eden. But as Christ tells His disciples, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see”
for they not only see the face of Jesus Christ, Who is God, but He reveals to them His works
on Earth. The Son Who was once hidden on a fiery throne in heaven, unknown to men, has
put on the flesh of a weak man in His love so that we might draw near to Him. And, indeed,
we do at every moment we look upon the Eucharist, which is Christ’s flesh that He gave us to
eat for eternal life and the forgiveness of sins. No king or prophet before could even look
upon God, but we eat His body for the nourishment of our souls.
Likewise, Christ says in joy to His disciples, “I tell you that many prophets and kings
wanted…to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” Before Christ, even the prophets and
kings, though they received holy anointing by the priests of God, could only be called
servants of God at best. But Christ said to His Apostles, “I no longer call you servants, because
a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you” (John 15:15). Through
the acts of Christ and the works of the Spirit, we have become the brothers of Christ, and sons
of the Father. As Christ put on flesh and became man, we put on Christ in our baptism by the
Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:27). No king or prophet was anointed to become friends or sons of God,
even though it was foretold. But before we are anointed, just like the kings and prophets of
old, at baptism the priest prays over the person to be baptized:
May Your grace accompany him/her all the days of his life that he/she may arrive at
Your holy temple for the precious seal of the pure Myron and pleasant fragrance by
which, through the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, we are sons of God and heirs in
Your kingdom according to Your true promises toward us for You are our God…
(From the Maronite Prayers over a Mother and Her Child Before Baptism)
By the outpouring and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we are the heirs of the Kingdom of God.
When we think upon our baptism and the reception of the Eucharist, let us remember God
has blessed us with a share in His life greater than any prophet or king.

Seminarian Michael Shami
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No Wednesday 7 PM Liturgy during July
Due to Independence Day, NAM Convention and vacation, there will be no Wednesday 7
PM Divine Liturgies. Liturgies will resume on Wednesday, August 1.

FINAL STAGES - Digital Parish Directory
When I was made the pastor of Saint Anthony/Saint George in Wilkes-Barre, PA, the
previous pastor, Msgr. Fahad Azar, had a complete church management system in place
named ServantKeeper (SK) was specifically designed for Catholic and Orthodox parishes
with sacramental record keeping. SK was so user friendly and powerful that when I
returned to Saint Rafka in 2006, I purchased it for our parish and have used it ever since.
Over the years it has evolved and improved to even accommodate an iMac version which
made our migration from Windows to Apple easy.
The latest feature of SK is an online parish directory. Unlike the book forms of directories of
the past, the online version will always be up to date. Marriages, births, deaths, etc., can all
be updated and the information will be correct.
With privacy being a legitimate concern to all, SK offers an encrypted password system that
is only available to you, and the parish staff. The published directory is a read only file and
any Important personal information is always protected and access to change any of this
information is limited to you and the parish staff only.
How will we determine who will be in the directory? Quite simple. Any registered
parishioner (family) with an assigned envelope number will be in the directory. This is the
criteria at this time. Right now, we have 97 assigned numbers, thus 97 families or
individuals that are official members of the parish. Many come and support us, but belong
to other parishes. Only registered parishes will be listed. If you want to register, welcome!
The process is simple. We can do the interview, background and credit check and get your
DNA sample quickly!
Each registered parishioner will receive the password to the directory page. In order to
access and manipulate your personal information, you will have to have to register with the
site and create a personal password. Only you will have access to this information online.
Once you make a change to the information, it automatically updates our database. This
will be a great help to us in updating parishioner information. If you are not sure of doing
this, it can be done for you in the parish office. The whole point of all this is to make it easy
to find information and have a great, up to date directory.
Joe and I are hoping to have the directory up shortly. We will make sure we have the most
up to date information when we go online. What we don’t have will be up to you to
provide! This will be another milestone in our parish life.

Calendar of Events
June
9, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 4 Pentecost
10, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
11, 7 PM, Knights of Columbus Meeting
13, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
15, 3 PM, Homeschool Graduation Mass
16, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 5 Pentecost
17, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
20, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
23, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Saints Peter and Paul
24, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
27, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
30, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 7 Pentecost
July 1, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
3:00 PM, Divine Mercy Holy Hour
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
4, NO 7 PM Divine Liturgy,
Independence Day
J7, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, 8 Pentecost
8, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
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Father’s Day Memorials
If you would like to remember
your Father, living or deceased,
on Father’s Day, please send
these names to the church
office before June 15. Simply
send their names to
secretary@saintrafka.net

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

Prayers & Squares
Prayers and Squares is a prayer ministry that also involves
making prayer quilts and prayer squares for those facing
medical, spiritual, emotional difficulties, or anyone in the
Parish that is active duty military. Don't know how to
quilt? That's ok, we can teach you. Not interested in
sewing? That's ok, we will need help with staying
organized, record keeping and correspondence. What is
needed are willing hearts and hands to do God's work
and pray together for those in need, and each other too.
A prayer quilt or square, once requested, is made and tied with each knot representing a prayer for
that individual and their specific needs. The recipient must be willing to receive the quilt and the
prayers. The purpose of the group is not to give away quilts, but to offer a physical representation of
God's love and the prayers of the community. A recipient is able to wrap themselves in prayer
during a difficult time. The quilt itself has no power, but the prayers offered do.
There will be a short organizational meeting after the 4 pm Mass on Saturday June 9, and after the
11 am Mass on June 10. If you are a mature teen or an adult we hope to see you then. Blessed be
the tie that binds.

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.

Music Teacher
St Mary’s Catholic School in Greenville, SC, is accepting applications for a
qualified part-time Pre-K through 8th grade Music teacher for the 2018 - 2019
school year. The scope of the position is dependent on the skills and experience
that the applicant brings to the school. Candidates with experience leading a
school band, orchestra, and/or various choirs will be considered for a full-time
position. A current South Carolina license or its equivalent and prior teaching
experience are preferred. Applicants will need to perform a piece on their major
instrument and/or piano as part of the application and interview process.
Email resume and cover letter to Principal@stmarysgvl.org. St Mary’s Catholic
School is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Deadline for applications is July 1,
2018.

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them
coming!

Prayer List
R a y m o n d Tr i n i d a d , Th e r e s a
Woodson, Joe Treacy, Marguerite
LaBella, Dakota Miller, David
Olmsted, Okshana Stachiw, Pixie
Geren, Mike Dyer, Christian
Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin,
Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar,
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger,
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex,
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George
Vargo, Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary
Anne McAfee, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M.
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family,
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham,
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier,
Shawn Sexton, James and Kaleigh,
M a r k P e l l e t i e r, A n t o n e l l a ,
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon,
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton,
Adrian Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger,
Mark Barnard, Special Intention of
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito
Fortuna, Sam Howard, Jr., Betty
Braun, Deanne Valencia, Sister
Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Beverley Davis, John Fender,
Thomas Shaluly
Someone in need of prayer? Let me
know!

Saints We Celebrate
June 10, Saint Barnabas, Apostle
June 11, Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
June 13, Saint Aqualina of Byblos, Martyr (+293)
June 14, Elisha the Prophet
June 19, Saint Jude Thaddeus, (Laba), Apostle
June 22, Saint Eusebius, Archbishop of Samosata
June 29, The Apostles, Peter and Paul
June 30, The Twelve Apostles
July
July 10, The Three Massabki Brothers, Maronite
Martyrs
July 11, Saint Benedict of Nursia
July 16, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Our Lady of

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

4th Penteecost

I Corinthians 2: 11-16

Luke 10: 21-24

English

Paula Howard-Casby

Arabic

Nazar Yacu

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

June 9 - 10

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

+Andrew Haley, Sr.

Abouna

Sunday, 11 AM

+Joseph R. Shaluly, Jr.

Terri Shaluly

Sunday, 7 PM

+Mary Lou Gillispe

Kate Edwards

Wednesday, 7 PM

+Richard Godin

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Saturday, 4 PM

Patrick and Kathryn Howey, First Anniversary

Mark and Lisa Advent

Sunday, 11 AM

+Doris Howard, Forty Day Memorial

Family

Sunday, 7 PM

+Ruth Choffel

Sandy & Stephen Choffel

Wednesday, 7 PM

Gabriella & Michael Ruane

Andy and Ceil Frisari

June 16 - 17

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru
Saturday. If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, please
call the church office at 864.469.9119 or secretary@saintrafka.org.
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in Memory of +Gaetana
Woodall "Mama Gay" by Joanna Davis.

Church Offerings and Attendance
Saturday
4 PM

June 3
People

Sunday
11 AM

78

Sunday
7 PM

Average per person

+/-

Wed.
7 PM

42

19

$463.00 $3087.00 $2,800.00

$287.00

0

Holy Hour

22

52

212

$15.94

$16.84

$8.90

$14.56

$502.00

$488.00

$274.00

$1264.00

Ramsho

$6.44

$5.95

$5.27

$4351.00

YTD

62

72

$63,588.00

YTD

Building Fund

Average
Average Attendance
Budget YTD

Budget
per week

170

82

$1243.00 $1381.00

Collection

Total

27 162 Average Pasta Supper 74 People
$65,886.00 Budget +/-

0
$65,886.00
$637.00

$2,298.00

Offerings
Attendance Year to Date
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Ramsho
Holy Day
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings
Pasta Supper

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through donations each week, compared to the previous year.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

% Opened

% Clicked

June 3

514

36.4%

19.4%

May 27

514

35.6%

19.2%

Difference

0

0.8%

0.2%

1586
612
305
98
46
50
429
160
70
297

Scripture Readings for Sunday
I Corinthians 2: 11-16.

F

or what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is

within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.
And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness
to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are discerned spiritually.
Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one
else’s scrutiny.
‘For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ But we have the mind of
Christ.
Luke 10: 21-24.

A

t that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord

of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.’
Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see
what you see!
For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’

Teaching Opportunity
Our Lady of the Rosary School is hiring dynamic, faithful Catholic teachers for
the 2018-2019 school year. We currently have open positions for 2nd grade and
5th grade but will consider all candidates. If you are interested in these positions
or know someone who might be, please contact OLR Headmaster, Thomas
Curtin by email: thomas.curtin@olrschool.net.

Birthdays
June
7, Maryanne Giacometti, Belated!
10, Ramez Sleiman
11, John Peter (JP) Howard, III
14, Ryan Chebli
14, Thomas Zeimetz
18, Shafek Hayek
24, John Maroun
25, Katie Saad
26, Dan Beckman
27, Tony Nawar
28, Suhail Yousiff
29, Lori Rothermich

Anniversaries
June
10, Peter and Elizabeth Fallat, 1960
12, Ken and Annie Migut
22, Dan and Sue Beckman

Necrology
June
+Alan Howard, June 10, 2017
+Evelyn Howard Francis, June 11, 2017
+Joseph R. Shaluly, Jr., June 12, 2008
+Emily Ann Bibbes, June 24, 2006
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc.
Others may request
permission to rent the Hall.
Contact Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online
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