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5th Sunday of Easter
Would you consider yourself holy? It is an interesting
question if we are ever asked. It might prompt you to
recall saying a recent hurtful remark in impatience,
skipping prayer or one of the many other abundant
flaws of messy human life. If we sit down and
thoroughly think of all our faults it could seem that
there is an insurmountable distance between us and
the holiness of God. And perhaps at certain moments
of our lives there is such a divide – but as St.
Athanasius said, “God became man so that we might
become God” (CCC460). Adam damaged the image of
God in which we were all made, but Christ came to
recast it!
Nowhere does God make His compassion towards our
broken nature clearer than when He picks St. Peter, an
uneducated and unimpressive fisherman who often did
not understand Christ’s miracles or sayings, to be the
head of the Apostles. When Christ gives Peter the
power to walk on water as he requests, Peter doubts
Him and sinks (Matt. 14:22-33). When Jesus tells His
Continued next page
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disciples that He will be crucified and resurrected for the salvation of mankind, Peter rejects
the divine plan for his little plans (Matt. 16:21-23). When Peter tells Christ he will never
abandon Him, in the same night he denies Christ three times (Luke 22:54-62). Peter shows his
weakness of faith and understanding, but Jesus does not abandon him – instead He pulls him
up out of the waves, He corrects Peter in his error, and, in today’s Gospel reading, we hear
Jesus give him a chance to undo his triple denial by a triple question, “Do you love me?”
How patient and long-suffering God is! When He created everything for Adam and Adam
sinned against Him, God began to immediately plan for his salvation. He sent no less than 70
prophets to Israel to bring them back to Him over the course of thousands of years, and when
Israel killed His prophets He came Himself. Even St. Peter, the man He appointed as the head
of His Church, failed again and again. But Christ did not abandon him because of Peter’s
repentance and love – which he proclaimed three times to Christ today. It is by both
repentance and love Christ wipes away his sins. But it is not enough that Peter simply repents
by telling the Lord he loves Him – Jesus sends Peter to work, “Feed my lambs. Take care of my
sheep. Feed my lambs” The true work of penance for Peter is the distribution of Christ’s
abundant upon Earth, which Christ has made available to us through the Church.
Peter has been given the keys to the heavenly treasury from which the priests distribute the
riches of God to those who need them. These men who distribute them are nowhere near
perfect – look at Peter! However, their imperfections do not lessen the greatness of God – if
anything, their weakness shows how mighty God is that He could work His mercy through
such weak and sinful servants. The treasures they distribute are the holy mysteries of our Lord
Who made them available that we might partake of His holiness. From this treasury, the
priests dressed us in the rich robe of Christ at our baptism, removing the filthy robe of sinful
decay from us. The Body and Blood of our Lord are the fiery coal that Isaiah said not even the
angels could touch without a tong (Is. 6:6) but that the human priests hold in their hand and
give to us that our sins be burned away. Like the Sinful Woman, our tears of penance wash
away the sin that covers up these adornments and the priests give us the gold assurance of
God “I absolve you.” Of course, these are only three of the innumerable riches Christ gives us
through the Church!
Would you consider yourself holy? Perhaps there is still a great distance to go in life and
many improvements to be made, but let us look to the example of St. Peter. Instead of falling
deeper into sin because we know it is in us, let us turn to Christ in our love for Him and have
Him take it away. He has given us all these countless blessings for love of us, who are His
image. Let us make use of them, crying out and praying:
Simon Peter called to You in the sea and You answered him between the waves, and
You helped him in at a fearful time. O, I am drowning in the sea of sins! Pull me out
because of Your goodness and have mercy upon me!
(From the Syriac Maronite Midnight Office of Saturday)

Seminarian Michael Shami
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Abouna’s
Corner
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
During some recent Lectio Divina, I ran across the text, “See! The winter is past; the rains
are over and gone.” Song of Solomon 2:11. Maybe in the days of the holy scriptures, but
certainly not here! Rain and cool, cool and rain - seems pretty familiar to us all! Soon
enough summer will be upon us and then we will complain of the heat and the
humidity! Such are our lives!
Last Sunday, we had the wonderful solemn communion service for Luke Dibo, son of
Gaby and Katie Dibo. The day before, Luke made his First Communion with his class at
Saint Mary’s Church. Since Luke was baptized and confirmed at Saint Rafka, the family
wanted him to share in his rich Maronite heritage. All three children were baptized with
us and sometime in the Fall, looks like we have another on the way! Congrats Gaby and
Katie on so many blessings!
May is just about on us! Join us Thursday for the First Thursday Pasta Supper at 5:30 PM.
Have a great weekend! See you in Church!
Salaam!
Ab. Bart
Luke Dibo,
shortly after
receiving his
Solemn
Communion at
the Sunday
Divine Liturgy.
Luke is a student
at Saint Mary’s
School.

On Saturday, Bill and Mary Anne McAfee,
received the Mystery of Crowning.
Witnesses were Elizabeth Gallagher and
Bill Leon.

Calendar of Events
April
28, 1 PM, Crowning
4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 5
29, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
1 PM, Baptism
5 PM, Byzantine Greek Divine Liturgy
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
May
1, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
2, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
3, 5:30 PM, First Thursday Pasta Supper
5, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 6
6, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy, Potluck Luncheon
3 PM, First Sunday Holy Hour
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
8, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
9, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick
10, 7 PM, Ascension of the Lord, Holy Day
12, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy,
13, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy (Mother’s Day)
4:30 PM, Korean Mass
7:00 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy
14, 7:00 PM, Knights of Columbus Meeting
15, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics
16, 7:00 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick

Ramsho and Blessing with the
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel
Nimatullah, and the Massabki
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come to
offer the evening sacrifice and ask
God’s blessing, healing, mercy and
compassion through these holy
men and women. Bring a friend!

Byzantine Rite Divine Liturgy
This Sunday, April 29, at 5:00pm, a Divine Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite, in English, will be
celebrated at St. Rafka Maronite Catholic Church. Father Joseph Matlak, administrator of
Holy Dormition Eastern Catholic Mission, will celebrate the Liturgy. Join us for fellowship
afterwards, which will include a brief adult catechesis on the basics of Byzantine Liturgy by
Father Joseph. For more information, visit dormition.weebly.com or
email dormitiongreenville@gmail.com.

ّ
ﻗﺪاس إﻟﻬﻲ ﺣﺴﺐ اﻟﻄﻘﺲ اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﻲ
ّ , راﻋﻲ ﺑﻌﺜﺔ اﻟﻘﺪس اﻟﻜﺎﺛﻮﻟﯿﻜﯿﺔ اﻟﺸﺮﻗﯿﺔ,ﯾﺤﺘﻔﻞ اﻻب ﺟﻮزﯾﻒ ﻣﺘﻠﻚ
, ﺑﺎﻟﻠﻐﺔ اﻹﻧﻜﻠﯿﺰﯾﺔ,ﺑﻘﺪاس ﺣﺴﺐ اﻟﻄﻘﺲ اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﻲ
 ﻧﺘﻤﻨﻰ.Greer  ﺑﻌﺪ اﻟﻈﻬﺮ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻨﯿﺴﺔ اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺴﺔ رﻓﻘﺎ اﻟﻤﺎروﻧﯿﺔ اﻟﻜﺎﺛﻮﻟﯿﻜﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ٥  ﻧﯿﺴﺎن اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ٢٩ ﻧﻬﺎر اﻷﺣﺪ
 ﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ. ﯾﺘﻠﻮ اﻟﻘﺪاس درس دﯾﻨﻲ ﻣﺨﺘﺼﺮ ﻋﻦ أﺳﺲ اﻟﻄﻘﺲ اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ ﯾﺪ اﻷب ﻣﺘﻠﻚ.ﻣﺸﺎرﻛﺘﻜﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬا اﻻﺣﺘﻔﺎل
 أو اﻟﺒﺮﯾﺪ اﻻﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﻲdormition.weebly.com ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت زوروا اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻊ اﻻﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﻲ
.dormitiongreenville@gmail.com

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

MAY PASTA SUPPER SUPPER
Baked Ziti, meatballs, tossed salad, and
dessert. $10.00 per person.
Yum, Yum!!!!!

FIRST
THURSDAY

05/03/18

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.

Our newest sponsor!

Prayer List
Theresa Woodson, Joe Treacy,
Marguerite LaBella, Dakota Miller,
David Olmsted, Okshana Stachiw,
Pixie Geren, Mike Dyer, Christian
Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin,
Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar,
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger,
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex,
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George
Vargo, Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary
Anne McAfee, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M.
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family,
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham,
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier,
Shawn Sexton, James and Kaleigh,
M a r k P e l l e t i e r, A n t o n e l l a ,
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon,
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton,
Adrian Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger,
Mark Barnard, Special Intention of
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito
Fortuna, Sam Howard, Jr., Betty
Braun, Deanne Valencia, Sister
Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Beverley Davis, John Fender,
Thomas Shaluly
Someone in need of prayer? Let me
know!

Saints We Celebrate
April
April 30, Saint James, Son of Zebedee
May
May 1, Saint Jeremiah the Prophet
May 4, Saint Monica
May 8, Saint John the Evangelist
May 9, Saint Isaiah the Prophet
May 10, Ascension Thursday
(Confederate Veterans Day)
May 12, Saint Epiphanius, Bishop of Cyrus
May 15, Our Lady of the Harvest
May 17, Saint Sirapion the Abbot (Prophet)
May 21, Saints Constantine and Helen

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

5th Easter

Eph. 2:1-10

John 21:15-19

English

Tom Craven

Arabic

Fadi Nassif

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

April 28 - 29

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

Wilfred Pleau, Successful Sale of Apt

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM

+Bob Daye

Kerri McMillan & Family

Sunday, 7 PM

Agnes Schiller

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM

Open

May 5 - 6
Saturday, 4 PM

+Curtis Manning, 90th Birthday

Bernadette Mileski

Sunday, 11 AM

+Oscar Saad

Marlene Saad

Sunday, 7 PM

Open

Wednesday, 7 PM

Open

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru
Saturday.
If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, please call the
church office at 864.469.9119 or secretary@saintrafka.org

Church Offerings and Attendance
Saturday
4 PM

April 22

Sunday
11 AM

Sunday
7 PM

Total

Budget
per week

46

34

$487.00 $2534.00 $2,800.00

-$266.00

0

Holy Hour

0

Ramsho

0

93

$1053.00

$994.00

$13.16

$10.69

$11.33

$11.73

Building Fund

0

0

0

0

Average

0

0

0

2534

69

81

30

Collection
Average per person

Average Attendance
Budget YTD

Wed.
7 PM

170

80

People

+/-

43

216

YTD

$49,420.00

$49,420.00 Budget +/- $2,632.00

$46,788.00 Actual YTD

Offerings
Attendance Year to Date
4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Ramsho
Holy Day
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings
Pasta Supper

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through donations each week.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

% Opened

% Clicked

April 22

515

38.7%

19.5%

April 15

515

34.8%

19.3%

Difference

0

3.9%

0.2%

1100
1295
477
171
40
16
18
429
160
35
173

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Ephesians 2,1-10.

Y

ou were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work among those who are disobedient.
All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you
have been saved
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God not the result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Saint John 21,15-19.

W

hen they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do

you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’
A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’
He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love
me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Feed my sheep.
Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever
you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take you where you
do not wish to go.’
(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which
he would glorify God.) After this he said to him,
‘Follow me.’

Sample Paragraph about Registration in Lebanon with Project
Roots
(For the Church Bulletin, Church’s Facebook Page/Group, and the Church’s Website)

www.projectroots.net

Fulfill the Dream of Your Grandparents... Reconnect with Lebanon!
CLAIM YOUR LEBANESE CITIZENSHIP before it is too late! The new
Lebanese Nationality Reacquisition Law that enables you to do so will expire
soon!
Register your Birth and Marriage in Lebanon via Project Roots, No Hassle and No
Fee.
Your registration will NOT jeopardize your American citizenship. It will, however,
help Lebanon maintain demographic and cultural diversity.
Contact one of Project Roots’ representatives today and begin your registration
process. You can even begin the process on the following webpage:
www.projectroots.net/requests.html or on the Mobile APP (www.clf-us.org). If
you are already registered, please refer another family to register… and help
spread the word about this free service. You will be making a difference!

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them
coming!

Attention all women of the diocese of Charleston! Magnificat-Greenville, SC Chapter is
hosting its next meal on Saturday, April 28 from 9am to Noon, at Hilton Greenville, 45
West Orchard Park Drive, Greenville, SC, 29615. Join us for fellowship, praise and
worship, and be inspired by our guest speaker Elise Botch. Given a unique “gift” at birth,
which others would call a deformity, Elise discovered that this gift opened her to the realm
of the Spirit and not of the flesh. Elise will give witness that her physical, mental, and
spiritual growth as a woman of God has been a faith journey embraced by the love of Our
Blessed Mother Mary and the Sacred Heart of her Son, Jesus. Come and be encouraged,
and uplifted, and bring a friend!
For more information go to our www.magnificat-ministry.org under Chapter Webpages.
Tickets are $25 and may be purchased by mailing a check payable to Magnificat-Greenville
by April 18. Along with payment, please include your name, phone number, email, home
address, and parish, and mail to Beth Snyder, 151 Lake Lyman Heights, Lyman SC
29365 by April 18. Reserve your ticket early as seating is limited. For more information
call Lucille Irving 864-967-7463.

Birthdays
April
28, Farid Hayek
May
4, Stephen Norris
5, Billy Rouch
8, Dania Zarrouf
8, Marie (Mimi) Feghali
9, Alan Nadour
9, Billy Rouch
10, Jennifer Yacu Kerzzo
10, Mathieu Sleiman
11, Pryce Saad
15, Lily Hage
15 Jennifer Ann Valitchka

Anniversaries
May
8, Paul and Mary Leonardi
8, Mike and Barbara Fontayne
24, David and Kathleen Sawyer

Necrology
May
+Amjed Yacu, May 1, 2015
+Greg Howard, May 6, 2017
+Anwar Yacu, May 8, 2003
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

!

!

WCKI 1300 AM
www.catholicradioinsc.com

Moreen Yacu

